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BOOK REVIEWS
AN ATLAS OF THE COMMONER SKIN DISEASES. By Henry C. G. Semon

and Arnold Moritz. With I03 plates reproduced by Direct
Colour Photography from the Living Subject. Pp. 2.II.
Price 42S. nett. Bristol: John Wright & Sons Ltd. London:
Simpkin Marshall Ltd.

ACCORDING to its authors the object of this book is to portray from
the living subject and in natural colours a collection of the dermatoses
most frequently seen in out-patient practice. It is an admirable idea,
and achieves its purpose remarkably well, for the pictures are excellent
with about half-a-dozen exceptions in which the definition of the
lesions is poor. This occasional fault is probably due to the fact that
*certain dermatoses, e.g., pityriasis vesicolor, are not suitable for
photographic illustration. The colour values, it is claimed, are superior
to any hitherto produced; they are, indeed, with few exceptions,
astonishingly true to life, and it is difficult to imagine that much
improvement in the future is to be expected in this respect.

Dr. Semon is to be congratulated on the choice of subjects which
gives the reader a very good idea of the range of cases which are to be
seen from day to day in out-patient clinics in London. There are,
naturally, some omissions; for example, the figurate seborrhoeide
would be a better illustration of what is meant by seborrh4eic eczema
than the cases of eczema of the head and neck actually shown. Among
others pediculosis corporis, pemphigus or impetigo of the new-born,
ecthyma, perleche, napkin erythema, and Bockhardt's impetigo would
be admirable subjects for coloured illustrations, and all are seen often
in practice. Perhaps these and other relatively common dermatoses
will be added to a subsequent edition.
With each plate there is a brief clinical description of the disease,

and some remarks on the etiology and treatment. In works of this
kind the text may be regarded as a kind of catalogue; the reader
seeks for fuller information about the diseases illustrated in text-books.
For this reason a summary of the definitely known facts concerning
these diseases, together with brief histories of the cases actually
photographed, would perhaps be more useful than controversial matter
regarding etiology and treatment. Here and there ideas in these
fields are expressed which would probably not meet with general
agreement. The clinical descriptions are well written, and as full as
space permits, but the histories are recorded in only a few cases. In
one case the reader is told that the illustration is one of fungous
infection of the hands, and would probably like also to be told what
fungus was actually found.

In a few cases the terminology is inaccurate. Lupus Pernio is said
to be synonymous with Hutchinson's Chilblain Lupus, and to be for
all practical purposes the same as Lupus Vulgaris; Hutchinson's
Chilblain Lupus is, however, generally accepted as a clinical variety of
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Lupus Erythematosus, and therefore unrelated to either Lupus Pernio
or Lupus Vulgaris.

Taking everything into consideration the authors are to be heartily
congratulated on having produced a valuable edition to English works
on Dermatology, and one which will no doubt achieve several sub-
sequent editions.

G. B. D.

INDIAN JOURNAL OF VENEREAL DISEASES (Quarterly). The Manvantar
Printing Press, Thakurdwar, Bombay. Pages ii + 88. Price
Indian, Rs 5/-. Foreign ios. Single copy Rs i/8 postage free.

THE appearance of the first number (March, I935) of the Indian
Journal of Venereal Diseases is to be welcomed warmly as one more
weapon forged for the fight against a ubiquitous scourge. Those who
have any personal knowledge of the East know that the problem of
dealing with venereal disease is far greater there than in Europe. The
reason for this is due to a number of factors-the cultural backwardness
of the people, lack of hospitals and clinics and the influence of prejudice
and religion on the minds of those infected, to say nothing of the
prevalence of quackery. The promotors of this journal are therefore
to be congratulated on taking up the task they have set themselves.
The problem of V.D. in India is ably discussed by the author, and

other articles on the " Incidence of Syphilis," " Bismuth Therapy "
and " Post-arsenbenzol Cutaneous Reactions," to mention only three,
are of particular interest.

It is to be hoped that this sturdy child will grow rapidly into a
stalwart adult.

T. E. 0.
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