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BOOK REVIEW

SURGICAL DISEASES AND INJURIES OF THE GENITO-URINARY ORGANS.
By Sir John Thomson-Walker, M.B., B.C. (Cantab.), F.R.C.S.
(Eng.). Second Edition, Medium 8vo. 974 pages. With 25
Colour and 33 Black and White Plates and 283 Illustrations in the
Text. Price 32S. net. Edited by Kenneth Walker, M.A., M.B.,
B.C. (Cantab.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.). Publishers: Cassell & Co., Ltd.,
London, Toronto, Melbourne, Sydney.

WHEN the first edition of this book appeared it filled a long-felt gap,
and at once established itself as the standard textbook on Urology.
Much water has run under the bridge since then . . . and many stones
have passed ! . . . The second edition, long overdue, now holds the
field, and is of such uniform excellence that it disarms criticism.
Progress is insidious, new methods become absorbed almost imper-
ceptibly into the daily routine, but it is amazing to realise how this
branch of surgery has advanced since the first edition was launched.
This has necessitated rewriting much of the book, its size has been
increased by about IOO pages, four new chapters have been added,
and additional illustrations and X-rays, all of a very high standard.
When the first edition was published, pyelography was in its

infancy and uroselectan unknown. Perurethral diathermy has sup-
planted suprapubic resection in uncomplicated papilloma of the
bladder . . . we prefer, however, to deal with these at one sitting
under general anaesthesia. . . The urea concentration test, blood
urea, and blood urea clearance test, which have replaced old attempts
to estimate the renal function, are clearly and adequately described.
In the handling of bacterial infections of the urinary tract a great
advance has been made: the key to efficient treatment is accurate
diagnosis and it is recognised now that all chronic and recurring
infections should have a complete investigation of the urinary and
intestinal tracts before any form of treatment is prescribed. The
" ketogenic diet " has proved a valuable addition to the
armamentarium, though even since the publication of the book . . .

so rapidly do things move . . . it has been superceded by the various
mandelic acid preparations. In acute haematogenous pyelonephritis,
the indications for operation, if any, apart from failure of secretion
of the affected kidney, might be more clearly defined. It is confusing
to find a separate chapter on pyelitis, as though it were a disease
distinct from pyelonephritis. The position as regards renal tuber-
culosis is made quite clear, viz., there is no cure except by nephrectomy.
Another new feature is the recognition of the neuro-muscular

factor in the causation of renal pain and hydronephrosis. The role
of the sympathetic nervous system is described, as also the operations
of renal sympathectomy and pre-sacral neurectomy.

In prostatic surgery there has been much progress also: since the
first edition of this book the author has initiated the " open " method
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of prostatectomy: this in turn has been followed by the " Harris
operation" which is described . . . though rather briefly for the
uninitiated. The development of transurethral resection is traced in
a new chapter by Kenneth Walker, and the indications for this method,
which has a valuable, though limited place, well described. A median
perineal incision is advised for the removal of stone formed in the
prostatic cavity after prostatectomy: it should be remembered that
after the latter operation the compressor urethrx assumes control,
and any damage to this muscle may result in permanent incontinence.
For this reason we think suprapubic operation a safer procedure.
The treatment of malignant disease of the prostate remains . . .

from anatomical reasons . . . unsatisfactory. Radium has not
yielded encouraging results: the disappearance of the tumour in 5
cases submitted to " deep X-ray " therapy makes one wonder whether
these might have been inflammatory . . . a hard fixed prostate with
an infected urine often leaves the diagnosis in doubt. These are all
minor points, and the author and editor are to be congratulated upon
producing a book which no member of the profession can afford to be
without, be he general practitioner, general surgeon, or urologist.

S. G. M.
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