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BOOK REVIEW

COMMON SKIN DISEASES. 4th Edition. By A. C. Roxburgh, M.A.,
M.D., B.Ch., F.R.C.P. 8 coloured- plates and I65 text illustra-
tions. H. K. Lewis & Co. Ltd. Price I5s. net. London.

THE fact that this work has now reached its fourth edition in five
years is sufficient evidence that it meets the requirements of its readers
and leaves little to review in a critical sense with the exception of the
recent alterations and improvements which have been added to the
present volume. These are referred to by the author in a new preface
in which he states that he has endeavoured to bring the volume up to
date without materially increasing its size. They include rewriting
the paragraphs on arsenic and gold dermatitis, amplification of those
on Herpes zoster and Varicella, revision by Mr. R. T. Payne of the
section on varicose veins and their results, and modification of the
section on erythema nodosum and urticaria. The definition of eczema
has been altered from an etiological to a morphological one, as suggested
by Goldsmith, to whose work on " Recent Advances on Dermatology "
the author makes acknowledgment. This is not perhaps a very happy
choice, since it is the clinical and etiological aspects of eczema which
mainly concern the student and general practitioner, and these present
difficulties which a morphological definition does little to clarify. In
fact, eczema is relegated, doubtless in accordance with modern
tendencies and the author's scheme of arrangement, to a somewhat
subsidiary position in the book, and is not dealt with until the fifteenth
chapter, when it is grouped with Besnier's prurigo and cheiro-
pompholyx. With this few would disagree, but it is somewhat
surprising to read thereafter that eczema is probably brought on in
most cases by some external irritation, but that often the agent is
one which does not cause irritation in a normal person. It may be
permitted to ask what our dermatological forefathers would have
thought of this.

Cheiropompholyx, in spite of its reputable and ancient name, is
only given eighteen lines, and is somewhat summarily dismissed as
"'a name sometimes given to a vesicular eruption on the hands and
feet, the majority of such eruptions being merely eczema, whose
appearance is modified by the thickness of the horny layer in these
places."

It would be unfair to criticise the book for omissions, as it does
not set out to give a complete account of every variety of skin disease,
but one would have thought that leucoderma, other than syphilitic,
is sufficiently common and important to deserve a separate heading,
and other instances might be given, such as granuloma annulare,
which though admittedly rare, is as important clinically as granuloma
pyogenicum, which is included. This restriction of the book to some
common diseases of the skin leads to its being somewhat unbalanced,
whereas the " little more " would make the perfect text-book.
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The chapter on syphilis is excellent, as one would expect, but owing
to lack of space at the author's disposal, does not include the visceral
and other symptoms which are so important, and some amplification
of the chapter on congenital syphilis would be an improvement.
When he deals with various methods of treatment the writer leaves

no doubt as to his personal preferences and dislikes and his terse and
graphic remarks as to the uselessness of some remedies should be
helpful to those who might find it difficult to choose between them.

In spite of these few criticisms, this small volume, with its
numerous excellent illustrations supplies the student and general
practitioner with a clear, readable and helpful manual, as its popularity
has already proved.

S. E. D.
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