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a clear and capable handling of the difficulties likely to be met with
in practice. This chapter is likely to be one of the most appreciated
in the book.
The whole field of dermatology has been covered with great com-

petence and skill by an author who has taken great pains to combine
the best of the established knowledge in dermatology with the newer
but sound observations that deserve to be seriously considered in a
modern work. Practitioners will find that this book will not fail
them when consulted for information on any skin disease, while the
simple and efficient prescriptions, with the avoidance of proprietary
preparations, are all that they should be in a text-book written for
the practitioner.

B. L.

AMERICAN MEDICINE-EXPERT TESTIMONY OUT OF COURT. Two
Vols, pp. I435. Price, $3.50. New York: The American Founda-
tion, 565 Fifth Avenue.

PROBABLY no conscientious practitioner of medicine is satisfied that
there is no room for improvement in the training doctors receive, the
conditions under which they serve, the service they are able to render
their patients and a host of other details affecting ultimately the fulfil-
ment of society's duty to provide relief from disability through sick-
ness. Most of those who possess this healthy dissatisfaction must
have turned over in their minds ways in which, if they ruled the roost,
matters would be improved. Considering that human nature is much
the same all the world over and the outlook of American practitioners
not very different from ours, most practitioners in this country would
find much to interest and instruct them in " American Medicine,"
which is a great attempt to assemble in one book the opinions of
representative practitioners on medical service from almost every
conceivable angle. The work is so large that only a sketch of its
origin with the aims of its producers and its scope can be given here.
The producers are The American Foundation, a body which, accord-
ing to the Foreword, was first interested in international law and
international relations, and then transferred its enquiries to degrees in
which a government can serve its citizens within the limits of the parlia-
mentary system and to the converse-the manner and degree in which
the citizen may serve his government. In this field is of course the
medical practitioner.

In the enquiry into the organisation of medical care, which resulted
in the work under review, the procedure adopted in the first instance
was to select as representative a group as possible of practitioners who
had been in practice for twenty years or more and invite them to
answer an enquiry to the following effect:

" Has your experience led you to believe that a radical reorganisa-
tion of medical care in this country is indicated ? If so, in what
direction ? If you do not believe that radical reorganisation is
indicated, what, if any, changes or revisions in the present system
would you like to see made ? What evolutionary possibilities would
you stress ? "

The letter containing these questions indicated broadly the points
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on which the practitioner's views would be welcome; thus, to quote
from the sample letter:

" If you do think some essential change is needed, in what direction
do you think it should be-in any form of insurance, voluntary or
compulsory ? In the greater participation by the state in the pro-
vision of medical service to the people ? In government subsidies
without government administration ? In the extension of the public
health services-and which of them-federal, state, local or all of
these ? In an extension of community hospitalisation, group clinics,
public health nursing ? In a more direct relation between medical
science as represented by the leading physicians of the country and
public health administration ? If you consider it desirable or impera-
tive that the medical profession through the medical societies should
control standards, public health appointments, etc., how do you think
that this end could best be achieved ? "

After replies to the above enquiry had been received another set of
letters on somewhat similar lines was sent to recent graduates, of less
than five years' experience, chosen by Deans of Grade A Medical Schools
for, briefly, their intelligence and breadth of view.
A third, smaller, batch of letters went to practitioners with between

five and twenty years' experience.
The replies to the general enquiry on the above lines provoked

further enquiries of the same correspondents designed to elicit from
those competent to express them views on such specific subjects as
" medical education; group practice; limitation on the practice of
major surgery; hospital insurance," for each of which a special letter
(reproduced in the book) was drafted.
Altogether 2,100 practitioners replied to the main and subsidiary

enquiries with approximately 5,000 letters. The replies have been
classified by the editors under the following main headings:-

" I. Is adequate medical care now generally available ? "
"II. Views on general principles and considerations that should

underlie the organisation of medical care."
"III. AMedical education.
"IV. Specialisation."
" V. Group practice."
"VI. The place of the hospital."
"VII. Public health organisation."
"VIII. Experimentation-state, county and community plans."

IX. State medicine."
"X. Health insurance, compulsory, voluntary, hospital, indus-

trial."
"XI. Limited state medicine and private practice."

The result affords a wonderful insight into the conditions of medical
practice and the problems occupying the minds of practitioners work-
ing in the most diverse circumstances in U.S.A.
Most readers of this JOURNAL would naturally turn with special

interest to the section reproducing views on the responsibility of the
central government for control, including treatment, of venereal
diseases and may be surprised to receive the impression that the prin-
ciple of preventing the spread of these diseases by giving free treatment
on demand, which was accepted in this country over twenty years ago,
seems to be only just beginning to receive general acceptance in
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U.S.A. The following summary of the views on extension of the
present activities of the government "in the field of health and
medical care" affords a useful insight into a trend which readers will
agree is not peculiar to U.S.A. The editors say their correspondents'
views indicate a growing recognition

" That this evolutionary process may be expected progressively to
continue."

" That this alone points to the logic of a federal research, standardis-
ing and stimulating authority in the shape of a federal depart-
ment of health."

" That permanent and continuous co-operation between scientific
medicine and the governments, national, state and local, must
be achieved, perhaps through a council of scientific medicine
acting with public authorities."

" That unless in the course of time an accepted interpretation of the
general welfare clause of the Constitution permits the inaugura-
tion of a national federal health authority, the federal govern-
ment will best work out its stimulating and standardising rela-
tion to the several states through an extension of the present
principle of federal grants-in-aid."

" That a full development of both the preventive and the curative
aspects of modern scientific medicine makes necessary an inte-
gration of the public health services with private practice-an
intimate, understanding, and co-operative development of
' state medicine' and private medicine-neither of which can
apparently reach its ultimate development alone."

"That the following additional forms of 'state medicine' seem
either imminent or indicated, and, to many, desirable:

" Allocation of tax funds to hospitals in proportion to the
care they furnish to the indigent and the low income group.

" Extension of the facilities of tax-supported laboratories so
that the scientific aids to diagnosis may be available at a low
unit cost, thus raising the quality of medical practice by stressing
earlier and more complete diagnosis; and thus meeting the
problem of the costs of diagnosis and certain forms of treatment
for the low income group.
"Government aid to medical education, since only thus can

the highest standards of medical care and medical personnel be
assured.

" Intensification of public health effort for the prevention and
control of major health hazards.

" Government support of research as the heart alike of
modern preventive and of curative medicine."

The evolution of principles from the welter of opinions that are
quoted in the work is not easy despite their admirable classification,
and in any case there is no space for their expression here, but perhaps
one may be permitted to wonder how much the views expressed in this
work would have been modified if the doctor's own economic problem
could be taken care of for him-his anxiety over provision of the where-
withal for himself and family to live in reasonable comfort.

These notes do scant justice to a work which reflects the greatest
credit on its producers, and should be studied by all interested in the
improvement of medical service. L. W. H.
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