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importance of sex as a biological process, one must surely maintain
that procreation and the perpetuation of species derive their value
from the contribution they make to evolution. The aim and purpose
of life is not the harmonious satisfaction of a sexual appetite as the
Freudians would have us believe, but the gradual development of
mind and spirit with the attainment of progressively higher intellectual,
aesthetic and moral standards.

Unless the many problems raised by these two books are seen in
their proper perspective, erroneous solutions are likely to be advocated,
which if adopted will but lead to a continuation of con'ditions un-
satisfactory both to indiViduals and to the social community.

E. L. H.

BY-EFFECTS IN SALVARSAN THERAPY AND THEIR PREVENTION WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE LIVER FUNCTION. By V. Genner,
M.D. Copenhagen: Levin & Munksgaard, I936. PP. 360 witl
i6 Tables. Price 22 Kroner (approx. £I I5s.).

THE author of this work is an Associate in Dermatology at the
Finsen Light Institute and was formerly Senior Assistant Physician
to the Department of Dermato-Venereology at the University Clinic in
Copenhagen.

Dr. Genner has written a most interesting book and it is one which
is worthy of a prominent place upon the bookshelves of every syphilo-
logist. He discusses post-arsphenamine erythema, jaundice,
albuminuria, arthritis and various subjective by-effects.

Erythema was found to be equally frequent in both sexes among
adults, but it was rarely encountered in children. The evidence shows
that its frequency has increased with the increasing intensity of
arsphenamine therapy. The predominant causative factor appears
to be the individual tolerance of the patient towards the drug. There
is practically no reference to the post-arsphenamine blood-dyscrasies-
thrombocytopenia and agranulocytosis-which give rise to purpura.
This may be because the sulpharsphenamines are, apparently, seldom
used.
The author discusses the various hypotheses which have been put

forward as to the causation of jaundice during the treatment of syphilis.
He does not consider that the syphilitic factor is an important one.
His view is that jaundice results when an icterogenic virus (that of
epidemic jaundice) attacks a liver which has been traumatised by
arsphenamine and which is, therefore, more susceptible to infection.
He points out the parallelism between the incidence of epidemic and
post-arsphenamine jaundice. It is interesting to note Dr. Genner's
finding that if, on the occurrence of jaundice, bismuth was used alone
until the jaundice disappeared, arsphenamine could be subsequently
renewed with but few recurrences of the condition. The experience of
the reviewer is in agreement upon this point.
The clinical material upon which this book is based has been most

carefully considered and analysed; and, while everyone will not agree
with all the conclusions arrived at, yet the author's views must receive
careful study by those who deal with syphilis.

E. T. B.
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