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by the stupidity, poverty, laziness or vice of a small number of women.
On the contrary, it has rightly been described as " so subtly and deeply
rooted that it can only be affected by influences which bear on all our
methods of thought and feeling and all our social custom." In con-
sidering the facts set out in this report, the primary causes of
prostitution must not be forgotten.
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THE contents of the third number of the I938 volume of the Bulletin

of the League Health Organisation reveal the wide scope and variety
of the work of the Health Organisation.

This number includes the report of a Committee of experts which
was asked to work out a method of assaying the content of morphine
in opium and of cocaine in raw cocaine and coca leaves that would meet
the practical requirements of a system of international control over the
manufacture of narcotics. It also contains the latest report of the
Technical Commission on Nutrition, a report by another group of
experts on the problem of insolation and lighting in relation to housing
and town planning, and reports on three technical investigations-one
into undulant fever in France, another into the significance of codeine
as a habit-forming drug, and the third into the comparative value of
certain reactions for the sero-diagnosis of syphilis.
Readers of the British Journal of Venereal Diseases will be chiefly

interested in the article on serum tests mentioned above.
It is fairly generally agreed that most Wassermann techniques are

less sensitive than the Standard Kahn reaction, at least as far as
treated syphilis is concerned, though they may be its equal in specificity.
In the article just referred to, entitled " Sensitiveness and Specificity
of a Bordet-Wassermann Reaction (M0rch) and Kahn's Standard
Reaction," P. Krag of the State Serum Institute, Copenhagen, reports
the results of a new method of carrying out the W.R. compared with
the Standard Kahn reaction.
The " new " method employs an antigen which is an optimally

cholesterinised alcoholic extract of dried calf's heart; this is made up
by adding to i c.c. approximately an equal quantity of saline, as in the
Kahn reaction, and the diluting up to a total volume of about 150 c.c.
The test is set up as follows:-
Serum doses: 0025 C.C.-I/3 0025 C.C.-I/9 0025 c.c., etc.
Antigen dilution: 0o20 C.C.
Complement; o-i c.c. of a dilution of I/I8-I/33 according to

titration.
Fixation: 45 minutes at room temperature + 45 minutes at 370 C.
Sheep's cells: 0o20 C.C. of a 24 per cent. suspension sensitised with
2 M.H.D. of amboceptor.

Haemolysis: i hour at 370 C.
Standing time: I5-I6 hours at 4' C.
Reading by haemolysis percentage scale o-IOO per cent.
Haemolysis percentage is converted into degrees of strength, e.g.,

3, 5, 7, 8, etc.
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Kahn's reaction is carried out with a falling series of doses, e.g., o1I5,
0.05, I/3 o0o5, etc. It is said that the two reactions correspond as
follows

io Kahn units strength 3 W.R.
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Of sera coming in during the first quarter of I927-26,028 in all-
5,239 were from treated, latent or cured cases and these were tested in
parallel by the two methods; I,919 were positive by one or both
methods-I,604 being positive with W.R. and i,805 with the Kahn-
a balance of 20I in favour of the Kahn. But the author points out
that though the Kahn showed 368 more positives in the strengths i,
2 and 3, in the strengths 4-9 the W.R. showed i8o more positives than
the Kahn and concludes that " the W.R. is more sensitive generally,
but Kahn has one sphere in which it is superior to WA.R."

In the same period sera from 20,789 patients were examine(I for tlie
first time. Of these, I9,405 were negative and 799 were excluded for-
various reasons; of the remaining 585, I22 were fresh syphilis, I55 old
syphilis, 2oi " observation for latent syphilis," and I07 though negative
to W.R. and K. gave a positive with one or other of 3 sensitive precipi-
tation reactions. The number of positive reactions obtained in newly
diagnosed syphilis was about equal by the two methods, but the W.R.
tended to react more strongly and in fresh syphilis it was stronger than
the Kahn in 55 per cent. and weaker in I5 per cent. of the cases.
As regards specificity, the W.R. is claimed to be more reliable in the

lower range of strengths than the Kahn and its equal in the higher.
In addition the W.R. was compared with the Muller conglomeration

and Meinicke clarification reaction on spinal fluids, and the three were
found to be equal in sensitiveness.
The author concludes that now we have complement fixation tests in

every way equal to the Kahn and that a comparison at a new Labora-
tory Conference is desirable.
Some parts of this paper are not easy to follow; for example, why

io Kahn units should correspond to strength 3 in the W.R., seeing that
the two methods are utterly dissimilar and why the W.R. is more
sensitive generally than the Kahn because it gives more positives in
the higher readings, though its total positives were less. Surely the
test which gives the greatest number of positiv's in cases of known
syphilis is the more sensitive, provided that it reaches a reasonablc
standard of specificity.

T. E. 0.
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