
BOOK REVIEWS

This small volume, which should be read by every almoner, will be
of interest also to the medical officers and nursing staff of every V.D.
clinic.

A. E. M.

WHITLA'S DICTIONARY OF TREATMENT. Eighth edition. By. R. S.
Allison, M.D., M.R.C.P., and C. A. Calvert, M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.I.
London. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. I,285 pages. Price, 30s.

THIS is the eighth edition of a book which must have -occupied a
prominent place on the shelves of many practitioners. It has been
brought very much up to date by its new editors, Dr. R. S. Allison
and Mr. C. A. Calvert, who have had the assistance of a number of
members of the Belfast School.
How does one review a dictionary ? One may criticise the arrange-

ment or the type, or one may look for the newer forms of treatment and
make pertinent remarks about their non-inclusion. Yet one must be
careful lest one regrets the omission of to-day's Elixir which becomes
to-morrow's Curiosity.

So, with some trepidation, the reviewer turns the pages, and he
notes that in quinsy there is no mention of Prontosil or Rubiazol, and
in the case of " pulled elbow " he is referred to the section dealing with
Sprains and Strains where " pulled elbow" is not mentioned.

In the feeding of infants an excellent opening is marred by the
statement that the development of sore nipples renders breast-feeding
impossible. Advice to the expectant and nursing mother is human; it
has been said previously that a glass of stout is good even for a man
who may be nursing nothing more than a grievance.

Artificial feeding is dealt with in a most helpful manner, though at
first sight it is a little misleading to read that the infant requires " from
I4 to 2 oz. of cows' milk per pound body weight per day with the
addition of I oz. of sugar." This is made clearer in the example
given.

In the advice concerning Supplementary Feeding, it is suggested
that a supplemented feed should consist of i oz. of cows' milk with
i oz. of water, or of two measures of dried milk made up to 2 OZ. with
water. The latter is twice the strength of the former.
But against these cavilling remarks must be balanced the value of

many pages of helpful advice which will be of service to the practitioner,
and the Dictionary may be safely recommended to the busy man who so
often has need of a quick reference book. He will not be misled and
will often find much help in these pages.

N. L. L.
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