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Some figures, however, are available regarding mode of infection in
children. Out of 56I cases of gonorrhoea in children aged three to
fourteen years admitted to the Children's Medical Home, Waddon,
from March, I928, to December, I938, 29 cases were the result of
assaults and nine probable assaults. In this series, therefore, assault
was found to be the cause of infection in only 6C7 per cent. of cases at
the maximum. During the same period only two children suffering
from acquired syphilis were admitted to the Home. Thus, judging by
these figures, and knowing the susceptibility of the vulva in a child
to the gonococcus, rape committed with the object of curing venereal
disease would not appear to be common in this country, at any rate.
Nevertheless, Mr. Morland's plea for fuller investigation of this par-
ticularly revolting form of crime is timely and might well be pursued
by venerealogists.

D. K. B.

AIDS TO DERMATOLOGY AND VENEREAL DISEASES (2nd Ed.). By
Robert M. B. McKenna, M.A., M.D., M.R.C.P., Honorary Der-
matologist, Royal Liverpool United Hospital. London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, I939. Pp. 284. 3s. 6d.

THE opinion is frequently expressed that a Synopsis is undesirable
for the student and inadequate for the qualified. This little volume
contains so much information in the minimum of space that more
facts can be obtained from it than from many of the larger text-books
on these subjects.

In this second edition the text has been fully revised, especially the
chapters on tuberculides, dermatitis and prurigo. The section dealing
with therapeutics, which has been brought well up to date, refers to
the value of endocrines and vitamins in treatment. It includes a brief
consideration. of the physical agents which are of value in the treatment
of skin diseases.
The difficulty in producing a book of this type is the problem of

giving due stress to the more important details. This difficulty is
apparent here, for the book is in many respects so complete that
accepted theories are stated side by side with those not so generally
approved. A correct appreciation of the facts presupposes a basic
knowledge of Dermatology; an extended use of heavy type might
make the book of more practical value to the uninitiated.

In the section on Venereal Diseases several minor points are open to
criticism and the results of repeated Wassermann tests appear to be
given too much respect. The book could, however, be most useful,
for speedy reference, to those who have a working knowledge of their
subject, for it contains in a few lines the salient points in a diagnosis
and treatment, including the very recent improvements.

D. E.
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