
HEALTH EDUCATION AND THE VENEREAL DISEASES

by a moral ideal. His faith told him that men and women in a state of desperate
necessity are to be helped. The question of the rehabilitation of the prostitute
and of the unmarried mother is of major importance. Education is essential
but we must have an ideal to strive for.

Surgeon-Captain Lloyd-Jones, R.N., mentioned that in his hospital there had
been 1,000 cases of venereal diseases from one large port alone. In view of the
trend of modern Medicine towards the prevention of disease there should be a
reinvestigation of the possibility of introducing chemical prophylaxis as a form
of early treatment.
Alderman Mrs. Bonham Pigg, of St. Pancras, London, considered that everyone

could and should help to dispel ignorance by discussing the subject frankly.
Those engaged in Air Raid Precaution circles, firewatching and other civic duties
could do good conversational work on the subject.
The Rev. J. Morrell, Church of England Moral Welfare Council, laid emphasis

on the need for the teaching of sexual continence, indicating that cQntrol is the
only way to true happiness. The main lesson of the Church's teaching was that
there is a real prize to be won by those who can control their instincts. The
ordinary man and woman in Great Britain believes in the truth and the relevance
of the Christian moral code.

Dr. S. K. Appleton, of London, suggested that the Central Council should make
an urgent appeal to all medical officers of health that talks should be arranged for
the pre-Service youth organizations. There is now ready access to such organiza-
tions as the Air Training Corps, Sea Cadets, Home Guard Cadets and Girls'
Training Corps. These girls and boys should be trained against the enemy on
their threshold.

Dr. Feldman, of London, warned the public that if the entire handling of the
venereal diseases is left in medical hands it would lead to disaster. Modern youth,
in its quest for guidance, expects much more from a medical lecturer than a list of
signs and symptoms of a disease or prophylactic advice. Venereal diseases cannot
be dissociated from definite social implications. He thought that the two appar-
ently divergent viewpoints expressed at the Conference were reconcilable and he
appealed to the Central Council to constitute a practical philosophy of sex educa-
tion, not venereal diseases education, with emphasis on sex and education which
will enable every citizen to derive benefit from it.
Mr. Alfred Kent (Alliance of Honour) thought there had been a tendency to

isolate venereal diseases and a failure to realize that they were the physical result
of anti-social conduct. He reminded the delegates that in the Black Sea Army of
the war of 1914-18 the substitution of moral persuasion was more effective than
the previous prophylactic measures. He was confident that the man in the
Forces would respond when an ideal of chastity was put forward in the right way.
The long term policy should be that of youth guidance, particularly for those
between the ages of fourteen and eighteen. Church and State must work together
in this issue.

Alderman Milton (Public Health Committee, Bristol) in moving a vote of thanks
to the Chairman and the various speakers, considered that the conference would
enable many local authorities to approach the problem in a frank open manner
and to go forward with their health education programme with encouragement.

"DAMAGED GOODS"
The revival of " Damaged Goods " at the Whitehall Theatre, just when the Ministry of Health

educational campaign against venereal diseases is at its height, is most timely. Sir John Pollock's
original translation of Brieux's play was produced during the war of 1914-18, but there are
inconsistencies in his new version which might well have been avoided either if it had been com-
pletely modernized or if it had been left in its original form. Its value as propaganda and the
quality of the acting may perhaps counteract any shortcomings.
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