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The speedy appearance of a second edition of this work has confirmed the opinion expressed in
the review of the first edition in the Journal last year, that it would prove to be very Viitable as a
small practical handbook for students and practitioners. The general arrangement of chapters
and subject material remains unchanged, and the high standard of the format and of the repro-
duction of photographs is maintained.

Brief but adequate details of the use of penicillin in the treatment of gonorrhoea and syphilis,
which were absent in the first edition, are now included.

V. E. L.

CORRESPONDENCE
Letters are welcome on all matters of general interest. Publication does not necessarily imply

that the Editor agrees with the views expressed.

PENICILLIN THERAPY OF EARLY SYPHILIS
Sir,-It is with great interest that I have read the discussions ofmy paper, "Penicillin Therapy

of Early Syphilis", which was so kindly read by Colonel Harrison in my absence from the last
Annual Meeting of the Medical Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases and published in the
December 1945 number of the Journal (p. 139). At this late date, a year after the material
for the paper was collected, and with the admitted advantage of considerable "hindsight",
I venture to submit a few remarks in reply. It is, however, more difficult to write with assurance
about the penicillin therapy of syphilis at the present time than it was a year ago, because the
subject is in a state of some confusion in the United States of America at the present time.
The plain fact of the matter is that penicillin of the same antisyphilitic potency as that available

to us at the time when our patients in the American Army were treated in 1944, is not regularly
obtainable at the present time. The evidence for this statement is given below, but first I should
like to reply to some of the speakers in the discussion of the paper in question.

It was felt by some of the speakers that my paper painted too hopeful a picture regarding the
effect of penicillin upon patients with early syphilis. This was a matter of some surprise to me
because, on returning to the United States, I had been chided in certain quarters for having
been less sanguine about this method of treatment than I should have been. In retrospect, I am
convinced that the physicians in the American Army in the European Theatre of Operations
would have been unable to have managed early syphilis by any prolonged or intensive method
of treatment as effectively as they did with penicillin. Its use still remains the safest and least
toxic method of treatment, controls infectiousness promptly, and has an enormous advantage
over any other method of treatment on the score of completion of the prescribed therapy in the
specified length of time. In connexion with this, after having been concerned for a considerable
period of time with prevention of interruption of prolonged arseno-bismuth therapy in army
personnel, I am both relieved and disturbed to say that the interruptions to treatment that occurred
in the Army were less than those which are seen in a very large proportion of civil patients, at
least in the United States of America.

Sensitivity reactions to penicillin therapy seem to be somewhat on the increase, although they
still do not exceed 2-3 per cent, and are usually minor, or are controllable with the anti-
histamine preparation, Benadryl. As compared with the reactions to arseno-bismuth systems
of treatment-especially intensive methods-they still are responsible for only a minor incidence
of interruptions to treatment for syphilis.
The remarks of Dr. F. R. Selbie were interesting and significant. He has demonstrated that a

satisfactory incidence of cure of syphilis may be obtained in the rabbit by the simultaneous
administration of doses of penicillin and of an arsenical compound which, given alone, are
subcurative. These results are in accord with the findings of Eagle, Magnuson, and Fleishman
(as given in the Journal ofVenereal Disease Information for January 1946, p. 3), whose experiments
apparently were carried out at about the same time as Dr. Selbie's. It seems to be clearly estab-
lished, therefore, that in the treatment of experimental syphilis in the rabbit, penicillin and
trivalent arsenical compounds have an additive, or possibly even a synergistic effect, and this
seems to be true also in man. In so far as I am aware, there are no conclusive data upon the
effects.of penicillin plus bismuth, although this combination is being widely used in the United
States of America at the present time. Dr. Selbie's prediction, that possibly 10,000,000 units of
penicillin would be required to cure early syphilis, may not be far wide of the mark. The revised
experimental treatment schedules in use in the United States all tend toward a much higher dose
of penicillin, if this compound is to be used alone.
The crucial importance of early diagnosis in the curability of syphilis with penicillin, which was

clearly indicated by our own data, on the basis of percentages of patients achieving seronegativity,
has been abundantly corroborated in many quarters. There seems to be little question that the
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