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THE MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY
OF VENEREAL DISEASES

SIXTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THE sixth annual general meeting of the Society took
place in the rooms of the Medical Society of London
on Friday, July I5th, I927, the chair being taken by
Colonel L. W. HARRISON, D.S.O.
The HON. SECRETARY read an epitome of the Minutes

of the last annual meeting, and the members having
approved the full Minutes, they were accordingly signed.
The CHAIRMAN conveyed to the meeting the regrets for

absence of the President, Sir Humphry Rolleston,- and
Dr. Menzies, the Treasurer.

Dr. Adolf Sebba, Dr. Woodhouse, and Dr. Harston
were elected members of the Society.
The CHAIRMAN first read the Report of the Honorary

Secretary of the Scottish Division.
He was sure all present would be pleased to hear that

Report, and would wish the Division the best of luck
in its further progress. (The Report was published in the
July number of this JOURNAL.)
With regard to the review of the Society's work, he

stated that he would content himself with reading only a
very short summary, i.e.:

(i) At the present moment the number of members
was 295.

(2) Six General Meetings had been held during the
Session, at which papers were read on:

(a) " Gonorrhoea," by Colonel L. W. Harrison and
Major E. C. Lambkin.

(b) " Urethritis as seen through the Urethroscope," by
Dr. A. Cambell and Dr. C. Doble.

(c) " The Place of Venereal Disease in the Medical
Curriculum," by Dr. J. H. Sequeira.

(d) " The Prophylaxis of Neuro-Syphilis," by Dr. R. N.
Ironside.
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(e) " The Prognosis and Treatment of Neuro-Syphilis,"
by Dr. George Riddoch.

The first provincial general meeting was held in Janu-
ary at Cambridge, when Sir Humphry Rolleston, Bart.,
delivered his Presidential address -on " Specialism in
Medicine, with particular reference to Venereal Disease."

Colonel Harrison demonstrated selected reels from
films dealing with " the diagnosis and treatment of syphilis
and gonorrhoea," and Dr. Charles Searle gave a demon-
stration of " Morbid Specimens of Gonococcal Septi-
caemia." An exhibition of "Syphilitic Skulls from the
Humphry Museum " was arranged by Dr. H. B. Roderick.

(3) Three Council meetings had been held during the
year.

(4) It would be seen from the balance sheet that therewas
an estimated excess of assets over liabilities of £56 I45. 3d.,
but it was thought that the arrears of subscriptions which
would come in would exceed £30. It was recognised that
many members might fail to pay their subscriptions
merely through forgetting that the amount was due
before July Ist, and therefore it would be somewhat
harsh to interpret Rule ii very rigorously. At the last
annual meeting the Hon. Treasurer expressed the hope
that members would make use of the bankers' draft
system of payment, as this would obviate the need to
remember when payment was due. The latest report
from the publishers of the JOURNAL showed that the
profits from the JOURNAL had been quite satisfactory.
The JOURNAL spoke for itself.
The CHAIRMAN then put to the meeting the proposed

alteration of Rule ii, as follows; the rule to- read:
" The annual subscription is payable in advance on or

before ist of July in each year, and members whose sub-
scriptions are not paid before the 30th of June following,
will be regarded as twelve months in arrears. Any
member whose subscription is declared by the Council to
be twelve months in arrear shall, after receiving a notice
from the Hon. Treasurer, ipso facto cease to be a member
of the Society."
He reminded members that the Treasurer recommended

that before Rule ii was brought into operation, a modified
letter should be sent to the defaulting member.
The amendment, having been duly seconded, was

unanimously adopted.
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The CHAIRMAN next put the following resolution:
" That the President be authorised to give permission

to the Hon. Treasurer to transfer moneys, as occasion
arises, from the account of the BRITISH JOURNAL OF
VENEREAL DISEASES to the General Account of the
Society,-or vice versa."
He thought it was clear to everybody that, by a reso-

lution duly passed, there were two accounts, and it was
felt desirable that those two accounts should be kept
separate, at least for the present. But it had been felt
desirable that the President should be empowered to
authorise the prompt transfer of money from one account
to the other.
The resolution was seconded and unanimously adopted.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The CHAIRMAN said the names of the officers proposed

for the coming year had been duly circulated beforehand,
and an invitation given to members to suggest alternative
names. None, however, had been submitted. Last year
the Society was particularly fortunate in having as
President a very eminent physician, Sir Humphry Rolle-
ston, and he had given much time to the affairs of the
Society and regularly attended its meetings. It was felt
that he was not likely to allow his name to go forward for
the office a second time, but the Society's luck was in,
and he had agreed. (Applause.) From the list cf Vice-
presidents Lady Barrett and Dr. Briggs had resigned.
In their places the Council had nominated Dr. Coutts
and Dr. Rawlins. Those who were medical officers
of clinics owed a good deal of their comfort in working
to the quiet work of Dr. Coutts at the Ministry of
Health, and it was most fortunate for the Society that
Dr.- Coutts had allowed himself to be nominated as a
vice-president. The other members of the Council
remained the same, with the exception of one, and that
was the reader of to-night's paper, Dr. Nabarro, whose
interest in and attendance at the Society equalled any-
body's. He proposed that this list stand.

Dr. RAWLINS seconded the proposal, and it was carried
unanimously.

President.-Sir Humphry Rolleston, Bart, K.C.B.,
M.D., Regius Professor of Physic, Cambridge.
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Past Presidents.-David Watson, M.B., C.M.; L. W.
Harrison, D.S.O., M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.P.Ed., Brevet-
Colonel R.A.M.C., K.H.P. (Ret.); Wilfrid S. Fox, M.D.,
F.R.C.P.

Vice-Presidents.-H. G. Adamson, M.D., F.R.C.P.;
Sir Anthony Bowlby, Bart., K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O.,
F.R.C.S. ; Francis J. H. Coutts, C.B., M.D. ; Major A. T.
Frost, O.B.E., M.B., B.Ch., R.A.M.C.; Sir Thomas J.
Horder, Bart., K.C.V.O., M.D., F.R.C.P.; Frank Kidd,
M.Ch., F.R.C.S.; David Lees, D.S.O., F.R.C.S.Ed.;
F. N. Kay Menzies, M.D., F.R.C.P.Ed., D.P.H.; Morna
Rawlins, M.B., B.S.; James H. Sequeira, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
F.R.C.S.; Sir John Thomson-Walker, O.B.E., M.B.,
C.M., F.R.C.S.; Dennis Vinrace, M.R.C.S.
Members of the Cou.ncil.-E. T. Burke, D.S.O., M.B.,

Ch.B.; S. Hardy Kingston, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.; Major
E. C. Lambkin, D.S.O., M.B., B.Ch., R.A.M.C.; V. E.
Lloyd, M.C., M.B., B.S.; Squad.-Leader T. C. Morton,
M.D., M.R.C.P., R.A.F.M.S.; David Nunes Nabarro,
M.D., F.R.C.P.; Philip Panton, M.B., Ch.B.; Surg.-
Commdr. R. J. G. Pamell, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., R.N.;
Margaret Rorke, M.B., Ch.B.; Frank Fowler Ward, M.B.,
B.Ch.;
Hon. Treasurer.-F. N. Kay Menzies, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Ed., D.P.H.
Hon. Secretary.-E. R. T. Clarkson, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.

THE DATE AND PLACE OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
The CHAIRMAN said the first Friday in July next year

would be the 6th. It had been suggested that as the date
of the annual meeting was in summer, the venue should
be in the country, perhaps at the seaside. Perhaps
members would like to meet at Brighton.

Dr. LOGAN said she would like the meeting to be held
at Hythe. Dr. NOBLE suggested Paris as the meeting
place. Dr. NICHOLL thought the day for a country meet-
ing should be a Saturday.
The CHAIRMAN said he wondered how many members

could go to Paris.
It was suggested that French medical men could be

invited to attend a meeting at Paris.
The CHAIRMAN said perhaps an effort would be made to

ascertain howmany members would be likely to go to Paris.
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Dr. COUTTS thought no decision should be arrived at
in this small meeting, but the Council should bear in
mind the views which had just been expressed.

Dr. VINRACE thought members should be invited to
send in their views on the matter to the Council.

It was agreed that a questionnaire be sent out on the
point.
A paper was then read by Dr. DAVID N. NABARRO on

"Some Problems Associated with the Transmission of
Syphilis to the Second and Third Generation." (This
paper was published in our July number.)
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