
EDITORIAL

To look forward by looking back is an excellent
exercise in the metaphorical sense and the temptation
to indulge in it becomes irresistible at this season
of the year. We are assisted on this occasion
by Colonel L. W. Harrison who passes on lessons
learnt by him during a half-century in venereology
(p. 184) and also adds some sound advice for
tackling the problems of the future. Dr. R. R.
Wilcox, at our invitation, presents (p. 216) a
bouquet of other men's posies garnered from the
recent literary field. We hope, and believe, that both
the Harrison perennial and the Willcox annuals will
prove of interest and value.
Two years ago1 we provided reasons for our

belief that, despite the current optimism, the
venereologist had a responsible future, and last
year2 we warned against any reduction in the
venereal diseases service in England and Wales.
Our American colleagues are equally satisfied that
the war against venereal disease is far from being
won and are profoundly disturbed by the drastic
curtailment in Federal Appropriations for venereal
disease control.3 Three national organizations-
the Association of State and Territorial Health
Officers, the American Venereal Disease Association,
and the American Social Hygiene Association-have
submitted a " Joint Statement on the Present Status
of Venereal Disease Control and Future Needs " 4
for presentation to the Appropriations Committees
of the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Federal Congress. This statement is of great
importance and should be studied by all who are
connected, directly or indirectly, with the control
of venereal disease in any country. It is pertinent
to draw attention to the significant comment of the
WHO Syphilis Study Commission5 which investi-
gated V.D. control in the U.S.A. in 1949:
" Four years after the second world war this
comprehensive programme [of V.D. control in the
U.S.A.] is being maintained at considerable cost in
marked contrast to the policy after the first world

war ". It appears that this implied warning against
the premature curtailment of the V.D. control
programme has after all been ignored and it may
well be that the results of such retrenchment will be
disastrous.
The thought-provoking address on " The Natural

History of Syphilis and Levels of Prevention ",
given by Professor E. Gurney Clark to the Medical
Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases, is
published on page 191 of this issue. This is a blue-
print for future action, for it must be confessed that
hitherto we have given little serious attention to the
more basic levels of prevention so brilliantly etched
by Gurney Clark on the broad epidemiological back-
ground of general preventive medicine.

In addition to research, teaching, and the appro-
priation and application of funds for diagnosis,
treatment, and case-finding, V.D. control pro-
grammes have need of the special journal to facili-
tate the exchange and dissemination of increasing
knowledge. After a useful life of 38 volumes the
American Journal of Syphilis, Gonorrhea and
Venereal Diseases has ceased publication. With its
distinguished Advisory Editorial Board and under
the dynamic editorship of Dr. J. Earle Moore, it
maintained a prominent place amongst the great
technical journals and news of its passing will be
received with real regret by venereologists through-
out the world. As its younger brother-this issue
completes our thirtieth volume-the British Journal
of Venereal Diseases will continue to shoulder the
responsibility of maintaining the vital literary link
between those concerned in all countries with the
study of the venereal and allied diseases.
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