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OBITUARY

ANGUS ELRICK WILLIAM McLACHLAN

Dr. A. E. W. McLachlan, Consultant in Venere-
ology in the Bristol Clinical Area, and Lecturer on
Venereal Diseases at the University of Bristol, died
on August 15 in the Bristol Royal Infirmary, at
the age of 58 years, after a brief illness.

Elrick McLachlan, a schoolmaster's son, joined
the Black Watch direct from Heriot's School and
within three months was a prisoner in Germany,
where he spent the remainder of the first world war.
He graduated in medicine at Edinburgh in 1924 and
became one of that fortunate generation inducted
into the craft of venereology by David Lees, under
whom he served as Clinical Tutor in Venereal
Diseases. In 1927 he obtained the Diploma in
Public Health and later became a Fellow of the
Royal Society, Edinburgh. For a time he was
assistant to Hamilton Bailey in Birmingham, whence
originated his collaboration in the indispensable
"Pye's Surgical Handicraft". He went to London
as Surgeon to Out-patients at St. Paul's Hospital
and returned to venereology at the West London
Hospital, Hammersmith. In 1938, he became
director of the newly-built venereal diseases treat-
ment centre at the Newcastle General Hospital.
He rapidly made this a pre-eminent clinic for
venereal diseases, with a world-wide reputation,
and his departure to the kinder climate of Bristol
in 1944 was regretted by all his colleagues.
He set and maintained high standards in his

clinical work and expected his- staff to conform. He
had, however, the gift of suffering fools gladly,
which made the confession of error almost a pleasure.

He kept in constant touch with new developments,
and, once his native caution was satisfied, he was
ever ready to introduce new methods of treatment
in a rapidly changing field of medicine. With Hilda
Johns he pioneered the Tyneside survey into the
social aspects of venereal disease and during the
same period he wrote his " Handbook of Diagnosis
and Treatment of Venereal Diseases," as well as
numerous contributions to local and national
journals.

Teaching he took very seriously, and his lectures
to students, liberally illustrated with his own lantern
slides, underwent constant revision; with post-
graduate students his methods were no less effective
if a little more brusque-he threw them in at the
deep end but was always there to keep their heads
above water. A knowledge of German acquired
while a prisoner of war and a colloquial familiar-
ity with French learnt on many visits to that country
gave him a detailed knowledge of the continental
literature of his subject which often surprised
visitors. Hehad been a keen supporter of the Medical
Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases, of which
he was a Vice-President, and served on the Editorial
Committee of the BritishJournal of Venereal Diseases.
His private interests were good talk, antique furni-
ture, Persian rugs, and old venereological texts and
incunabula, of which he had an enviable collection.
He leaves a widow, Helen, whom many of his

colleagues will remember as a delightful hostess,
and to whom our sympathy is extended.

C.P.H.

CHARLES R. REIN

The many friends and acquaintances in England
of Charles R. Rein were shocked to learn of his
sudden death at the early age of 52. After a success-
ful undergraduate career, he was awarded the M.D.
of the University of Michigan in 1928. At the time
of his death he was Clinical Professor ofDermatology

at the New York Undergraduate School of Medicine,
Medical Consultant of the World Health Organiza-
tion, and a member of many professional societies.

Rein's work and writings are so well known and
admired that they do not need recapitulation in
detail. However, special mention should be made

198

copyright.
 on M

ay 19, 2023 by guest. P
rotected by

http://sti.bm
j.com

/
B

r J V
ener D

is: first published as 10.1136/sti.33.3.198 on 1 S
eptem

ber 1957. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://sti.bmj.com/

