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MEETING IN GENEVA, MAY, 1967

Those members of the Society who missed the
Swiss Overseas Meeting at Geneva, in the last week
of May, missed a treat. Upon each of the three days
the sun shone on us continuously: and, in addition
to the good food and drink at the official lunch and
dinner, these gatherings were notable for the happy
spirit that prevailed. Several of our Swiss colleagues
accompanied us on the Saturday afternoon on the
tour of Lake Leman, and they sensed the sincerity
of the tributes paid to the glory of the everlasting
hills and to the seasonal attraction of the prodigious
jet d'eau. Those who were able to make the journey
to Chamonix were well rewarded, but of all the
social occasions the one that will linger longest in
our memory will be the evening reception at the
Palais de Sante. The functional beauty of the
building could hardly have better measured up to the
scenic grandeur of its situation.
The serious business of the Meeting comprised

the reading of no fewer than 23 short papers. One
author was French, another Belgian, and eight were

Swiss; and the last figure is an indication of the
interest taken in the proceedings by the Swiss
Dermatological Society. Special mention must be
made of the part played by Prof. Jadassohn in help-
ing to organize the Meeting, and of the welcome he
gave us in his Opening Address.

It is clearly impossible in a brief report to refer to
every matter of interest that was raised; but out-
standing were the papers which suggested that
venereologists (1) can usefully study drug-taking
among patients at a V.D. Clinic and (2) can help in
the earlier diagnosis of cancer of the cervix uteri by
cytological examination. The "One-Minute Treat-
ment of Gonorrhoea" seemed to prove the efficacy of
"short-time" therapy: and Dr Siboulet's series of

10,000 cases-the youngest a boy of 10 and the
oldest an 86-year-old man-illustrated one aspect
of French family feeling. Each had been infected by
a prostitute whose services had been paid for by the
patient's father in the first case and by the patient's
son in the second.

Prof. R. Schuppli possibly aroused the envy of
English venereologists by his description of how in
Switzerland (where homosexuality per se is no crime)
it had been possible to secure the active co-operation
of a homosexual society in tracing cases of early
infective syphilis.
No account of the Geneva Meeting would be

complete without a reference to the contributions-
social and scientific-of Dr T. Guthe, rightly
described by the President as a firm friend of the
Society and well known as head of the Trepone-
matoses Division of W.H.O. His paper on "Fatal
Penicillin Reactions" gave grounds for hoping that
eventually such fatalities may be prevented by the
widespread use of a method which would detect
beforehand those likely to react dangerously to that
antibiotic. Of grave significance was what he said,
and what he left unsaid, about the development of
resistance by the gonococcus to penicillin which
recently had increased to such an extent that the
average amount required for use had risen in 5
months from 1 5 to 8 mega units among American
troops in recreational areas in the Far East.
Dr Willcox had cause to be well satisfied with the

success of the last meeting of the MSSVD over
which he will preside. He thanked our Secretary for
the excellence of the arrangements andwelcomed the
President-elect, but we all know how much the
Society owes to its President-emeritus.
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