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Editorial

It was fitting that the meeting of the Medical Society
for the Study of Venereal Diseases held in June 1972,
to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of its
foundation, took place in Glasgow, because the idea
of forming such a Society seems to have originated
with Dr. David Watson who was then in charge of
the venereal diseases treatment centres in that city.
The history of that foundation, the circumstances
which led up to it, and the progress achieved in the
years that followed were described by the late
Colonel L. W. Harrison in an article published in
this journal in March 1961(1). Of the group of 22
men and women who sponsored the formation of
the Society, some venereologists and others derma-
tologists, urologists, and Medical Officers of Health,
only Dr. Robert Forgan remains. He was secretary
of the Working Committee which took the initial
steps and himself made a first draft of a proposed
constitution. Over the years he has been a keen
supporter of the Society and it was good that he was
able to be present at the anniversary meeting and
that he has contributed to this jubilee number of the
journal a paper on the subject of that very important
remedy, Flagyl.
The Society has a fine record of service to the

subject of venereology. From the first tentative
beginnings with small membership and scanty
financial resources, it has grown into a much larger
and more influential body and, if not affluent, it is
at least financially sound. Over the years it has
promoted and facilitated an exchange of ideas and
experience between those interested in the subject
and also with very many who are concerned with
other branches of medicine or who are engaged in
sociology at various levels. It has maintained a high
level of instruction and debate extending through the
years of war, the upheaval due to the National
Health Service Act, and the years of social and
sexual revolution. This Journal, which will complete
its own fiftieth year in December, 1974, was the
child of the Society which supported and nourished
it over the years. It is now a vigorous adult in middle
age and, by the efforts of a succession of devoted
editors and with the strength and support of the
British Medical Association, it has been able for a
number of years to claim the distinction of being
the foremost journal in the world in the subject of
venereology.
The Society has lived through many changes. It

has seen the Cinderella of Medicine, if not exactly
married to the Prince nor yet even more beautiful

than some of her sisters, nevertheless take her place
with them on an equal social and professional level.
It has been a time of immense change in medicine as
a whole but in no subject more than in venereology.
The introduction of new and highly effective
remedies, the changing pattern of the diseases, new
diagnostic methods, new attitudes and increasing
vigour in epidemiological methods, in all these
matters the Society has promoted knowledge and
improved educational standards. It has initiated and
encouraged research, especially through the Co-
operative Clinical Group which was established in
1951 and to which the devotion and industry of
Dr. Richard Willcox has contributed so much.
The Society has a Scottish branch formed in

19231 2) and, quite recently, a Welsh branch, both of
which work closely and harmoniously with the parent
organization. It fostered the formation of the British
Federation against the Venereal Diseases in 1950
and has given major support to that much re-
invigorated body, the International Union against
the Venereal Diseases and Treponematoses. There
has been close collaboraton with the World Health
Organization, and the Society has, in recent years,
derived much strength and stimulus from its mem-
bers in other countries, especially France, Holland,
Denmark, and the United States of America. In
fact, representatives of our continental neighbours
are among the regular attenders at meetings of the
Society.
This is a heartening record and all the indications

are that it will continue. It would require the gift of
prophecy, and perhaps a crystal ball, to know what is
going to happen in the next 50 years, and it is
possible to surmise that by that time venereal
diseases will have ceased to exist. But history is
against that view, as anyone who practised the subject
in the 1940s and 1950s will remember. Human
nature is perhaps the one thing in a changing world
that does not change, and the advice given to a
senior member of the Society 40 years ago (vide
p. 412) is probably still valid.
We take the opportunity of wishing long life and

a flourishing future to the Society, to the fortunes of
which we as a journal are so closely bound.
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