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Notes

Medical Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases
53rd Annual General Meeting, October, 1974

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT

This year we have had a record number of new members,
79, of whom six are non-medically qualified scientists in
the field of medicine. Two members have resigned and
five have died during the session. The membership is
now 450, ofwhom 307 are resident in the United Kingdom
and 143 abroad.

Five ordinary meetings held during the year were well
attended, and in February Mr A. J. King delivered the
inaugural Harrison Lecture to a packed house. The
Lecture had been preceded by a Buffet Supper, kindly
arranged by Dr R. D. Catterall at the Middlesex Hospital
Medical School, but the number ofmembers attending the
supper did not support the requests made from time to
time that ordinary meetings should be preceded or
followed by a meal.

This year the Spring Meeting was held in Plymouth. It
was a great success and I am sure members would wish me
to record our gratitude to Dr A. J. Evans for his help in
arranging it, and to the pharmaceutical firms, including
Carlo Erba, Beechams, Lederle, Roche, Pharmax, Napp,
and May and Baker, for financing it.
The circulation and size of the British Journal of

Venereal Diseases continue to increase; there were over
550 pages in volume 49, but unfortunately production

costs are rising even faster. The Editor, Dr P. Rodin,
to whom we are indebted for the continued high standard
of the Journal, announced with regret the resignation of
Dr E. M. C. Dunlop as Assistant Editor, but was happy
to say that Dr R. N. T. Thin had agreed to fill the vacancy.
The Council of the Society, under the Chairmanship of

the President, Dr J. L. Fluker, held five meetings during
the session. Among the matters considered were the re-
distribution of Registrar and Senior Registrar posts, the
reports of the Monospecialty Committee on Dermato-
venereology of the E.U.M.S., and the implications of the
National Health Service (Venereal Diseases) Regulations,
1974.

Modifications were made to the rules of the Society to
allow for the election, in exceptional circumstances, of
non-medically qualified members, and six scientists
working in the field of medicine have now joined us.

In conclusion, I think we can be well pleased with the
international standing of the Society, approximately one-
third of our members living abroad, while at home we
have attracted full houses of members and guests to our
meetings.

C. B. S. Schofield
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