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Treponema pallidum is a significant perinatal pathogen with an estimated two million infections in pregnancy per annum.1 Universal antenatal screening is politically correct, safe and cost effective irrespective of national prevalence.2 Perinatal algorithms can be complex and require lengthy follow-up.3 Lost opportunities to prevent congenital syphilis are well described.4


We conducted a retrospective cross-sectional study of all seropositive pregnancies from two tertiary referral hospitals in Dublin, Ireland over a 5-year period (2005–2010). Data were analysed using SPSS V.14.0. Ethical approval was granted from both institutions. … 
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