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CORRESPONDENCE

We have pleasure in publishing the enclosed correspondence on
'Bivatol" and " Biliposol," which we believe will be of interest to
our readers, apart from the financial question which is brought forward
in the first letter.

KARANGASEM 2,
SEMARANG,

JAVA,
DUTCH EAST INDIES,

July 20th, I933.

DEAR SIRS,
Allow me to trouble you with a question about a certain bismuth

preparation used for the treatment of syphilis.
Dr. G. M. Findlay in his paper " Chemotherapy: New Remedies

in the Treatment of Syphilis" (B.J.V.D., July, I932, P. I55) men-
tions (p. I67) that in I927 a "basic x-carboxethyl-,B-methyl monoate
(nonoate ?) was introduced, called 'bivatol.' " Levaditi in " Bis-
muth in the Treatment of Syphilis " (The American Journal of Syphilis,
April, I930, P. I56) states that " he has studied fat-soluble compounds
of bismuth, particularly the basic oc-carboxethyl-,-methyl nonoate
(biliposol), o004 gm. per I c.c." (p. I62). Thus, so far as I can see,
" bivatol " and " biliposol" have the same chemical formula and are
probably the same preparation under different names for some reason.
The " lipo-soluble " bi-preparations being en vogue, I asked my chemist
to order four boxes of I2 amp. each from the manufacturer (The
Ulmer Laboratories, Minneapolis, Minnesota, U.S.A.), and to my great
surprise the Ulmer Company charged the chemist $5-75 (dollar at par)
per box of I2 amp. (he showed me the invoice), a price that is pro-
hibitive to its use at present.
Now I saw that Colonel E. T. Burke useA " bivatol " in his clinic at

Salford (see " The Adequate Treatment of Syphilis and a New Method
for Evaluating Therapy," by E. Tytler Burke, D.S.O., M.B., Ch.B.
(Glasgow) ), in the American Journal of Syphilis, April, I93I, P. I55,
and I concluded that " bivatol " could not possibly be as expensive as
"biliposol."

Will you oblige me, Sirs, by putting me in communication with the
manufacturer of " bivatol " or the manufacturer of " biliposol " in
France (see enclosed top of box) ?
Thanking you in anticipation,

I remain,
Faithfully yours,

Collegialiter
K. JACOBSEN.
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