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In only 8 out of 30 cases of ophthalmia neonatorum notified in
Edinburgh was the condition proved to be bacteriologically a true
ophthalmia. The importance of early hospital treatment of even
suspected cases of ophthalmia neonatorum is emphasised. There were
39 cases of gonococcal vulvo-vaginitis in girls under fourteen years of
age. Arrangements have been made for all children admitted to
hospitals under the control of the Corporation to be examined for this
condition.
The number of specimens examined in the laboratory was 55,427.
With regard to treatment, experiments have been made with

various forms of protein shock to try to replace malaria treatment of
cases of nerve syphilis by a safer method, but none has given as good
results as are obtained by the inoculation of malaria blood.

Reference is made to the difficulty in finding accommodation for
servant girls and others who are out of employment as a result of their
infection, and it is recommended that hostel accommodation be
provided.
A constant difficulty in successful clinics is that the accommodation

provided soon becomes inadequate. This has evidently happened in
Edinburgh also, as reference is made to the poor ventilation of the
premises. Unsatisfactory premises react on both staff and patients,
and though it is by no means easy to provide additional accommoda-
tion, the effort is well worth while.
The report includes a series of tables and graphs, and the Corporation

of Edinburgh and the officers concerned may be congratulated on a
busy year of valuable work.

THE TREATMENT OF DISEASES OF THE SKIN. By W. K. SIBLEY.
Pp. 223. Price ios. 6d. Published by Edward Arnold & Co.

THE author states that this book is intended as a source of handy
reference to dermatologists, practitioners and students. It is divided
into three parts, the first consisting of a general discussion on treat-
ment, with special reference to the use of X-rays, radium, ultra-violet
rays, and other types of physical and electrical therapy; in the
second, the treatment of a number of common and some rare diseases
is described; and finally there is a short section containing a large
number of prescriptions. There are twenty-four illustrations, or rather
pairs of illustrations, in most cases to show the patient before and after
treatment. In some of these Dr. Sibley appears to display an optimism
that probably few would be able to share.
The same optimism is exhibited in the text. Speaking of sycosis the

author says, " until the introduction of the hyperamic treatment these
cases were extremely troublesome "-but the suction cup seems to
have solved all difficulties. Again, " the cases that should be treated
by radiant heat," he says, " are acne, dermatitis, eczema, especially
chronic eczema, erythema induratum, and nodosum, furunculosis,
ichthyosis, morphoea, cedema, psoriasis, Raynaud's disease, scabies,
scleroderma, seborrhcea, syphillis, and chronic ulceration." Other
equally astonishing claims are made for this and that treatment at
short intervals throughout the book.
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Although the book contains a good deal of information which is quite
sound, it must be difficult for those for whom it is obviously intended
to separate the grain from the chaff, and therefore can hardly be recom-
mended with confidence to students or practitioners without any special
experience in skin diseases.

G. B. D.
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