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Introduction Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) epidemic
among youth is largely ignored and remains invisible to both
young people themselves and to the society as a whole. Thus,
the aim of the study was to assess the extent of perception risk
of HIV and utilisation of voluntary counselling and testing
(VCT) service among high school students at Debre-berhan
Town, Amhara Regional State, Ethiopia.
Methods A cross-sectional study was carried out from November
2010 up to January 2011 among secondary school students at
Debre-berhan Town. Perception risk and VCT use were consid-
ered as dependant variables. A stratified random sampling tech-
nique was used to recruit study participants by taking schools as
strata. Semi-structured self-administered questionnaire was used
to collect the necessary data. Data were entered and analysed
using SPSS version 17.0. P-value < 0.05 was considered as statis-
tically significant.
Results A cross-sectional study was carried out from November
2010 up to January 2011 among secondary school students at
Debre-berhan Town. Perception risk and VCT use were consid-
ered as dependant variables. A stratified random sampling tech-
nique was used to recruit study participants by taking schools as
strata. Semi-structured self-administered questionnaire was used
to collect the necessary data. Data were entered and analysed
using SPSS version 17.0. P-value < 0.05 was considered as statis-
tically significant.
Conclusion Some students were engaged in risky sexual behav-
iour even though they had heard about HIV/AIDS. The percep-
tion of risk for acquisition of HIV infection and utilisation of
VCT were low. Thus, education on topic of HIV/AIDS through
integrating as part of school curriculum and encouraging the
existing health institutions to provide youth-friendly sexual
counselling services including VCT for HIV are strongly
recommended.
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Introduction In sub-Saharan Africa, communication between
parents and adolescents regarding sex is often proscribed. Lack
of parental communication could prevent adolescents from seek-
ing sexual health services such as screening for sexually transmit-
ted infections (STIs). We explored parents’ and teachers’
attitudes, and enlisted their help, in designing an STI screening
intervention for female adolescents in Mombasa, Kenya.
Methods Between June 2013 and August 2014, we approached
parents and teachers from three high schools. Purposive sam-
pling was used to recruit willing parents and teachers to partici-
pate in-depth interviews (IDIs) and focus-group discussions
(FGDs). Topics included general knowledge on STIs, reproduc-
tive health education, and willingness of parents to support their
female adolescents in screening for STI. Transcripts were coded
and analysed using content analysis.
Results We conducted 11 IDIs (5 parents and 6 teachers) and 4
FGDs (2 with parents and 2 with teachers, total of 26 partici-
pants). Most parents reported few or no discussions regarding
STIs with their adolescent girls. Parents were more comfortable
discussing consequences of sexual activity including loss of vir-
ginity and the potential for pregnancy. Parents tend to shift the
responsibility for sexual health discourse to the teachers. The
teachers, in turn, provide basic sexual and reproductive health
education including abstinence, overview of STIs, and under-
standing of puberty, according to the educational curriculum.
Both parents and teachers found the idea of screening for STIs
in female adolescents to be acceptable, and were comfortable
with our contacting them through informational meetings at
schools. However, all parents felt that adolescents’ screening
results should be shared with their parents.
Conclusion Parents and teachers were supportive of a STI
screening intervention, beginning with informational meetings at
schools. Research and programs that aim to provide STI screen-
ing for adolescents in this setting must address the issue of
whether results will be disclosed to parents.
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Background Online partner notification (OPN) services are used
by a subset of patients diagnosed with sexually transmitted infec-
tions (STI); however, less is known about their perception by
care providers. We compared opinions of potential users and
providers with respect to different OPN models including email
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