
AN ELEGANT EARLY 18th CENTURY PIECE OF V.D. PROPAGANDA

(4) For men on deep-sea service in ships carrying suirgeons..
(a) As in 3(a), remaining ashore.
(b) Interval, three to six months.
(c) If the ship's surgeon can undertake full treatment, after three months

repeat as in 3(c), on the ship. If the ship's surgeon cannot undertake
the treatment, continue as for men in ships not carrying surgeons.

(d) Repeat (b) and (c) once.
(e) Blood tests every three to six months for a minimum of two years.

(5) For men on coast-wise service provided that one attendance can be made
each week.

(a) Ten weekly injections of 0 60 gramme neoarsphenamine, arsphenamine
diglucoside, or sulpharsphenamine, concurrently with the same number
of a bismuth compound containing 0-2 to 03 gramme bismuth metal.

(b) Interval, one month.
(c) Repeat (a) and (b) twice.
(d) Blood test every three to six months for a minimum of two years.

(See Edlitorial on Treatment of Venereal Diseases in Seameni, in this issue.)

ANNOTATIONS

AN ELEGANT EARLY 18th CENTURY PIECE OF V.D.
PROPAGANDA

AN ESSAY ON NOSES BY JOSEPH ADDISON, " TATLER,"
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7th, 1710

Interest in enlightenment of the public on venereal diseases has recently been
revived after lying dormant for nearly a quarter of a century, and the amusing
essay reprinted below may remind readers that the subject is not new. An excuse
does not seem to be necessary for its reproduction here as few specialists in venereal
dise'ases seem to know of its existence. In a paper by Dr. J. D. Rolleston read
before the Medical Society for the Study of Venereal Diseases and published in
this Journal, t934, 10, 147, the essay was attributed to Steele, but it appeared in
the collection by Tickell, Addison's literary executor, in the preface to which is
is stated: " It was necessary that his share in the Tatlers should be adjusted in a
complete collection of his works; for which reason Sir Richard Steele, in com-
pliance with- a request of his deceased friend, delivered to him by the editor, was
pleased to mark with his own hand those Tatlers which are inserted in this edition,
and even to point out several in the writing of which they both were concerned."

L. W. H.
Non cuicumque datum est habere nasum. Mart.

From my own Apartment, December 6.
We have a very learned and elaborate dissertation upon thumbs in Montaigne's Essays,

and another upon ears in the Tale of a Tub. I am here going to write one upQn noses,
having chosen for my text the following verses out of Hudibras:

So learned Talicotius from
The brawny part of porter's bum
Cut supplemental noses which
Lasted as long as parent breech;
But when the date of nock was out,
Off dropped the sympathetic snout.

Notwithstanding that there is nothing obscene in natural knowledge, and that I intend to
give as little offence as may be to readers of a well-bred imagination, I must, for my own
quiet, desire the critics (who in all times have been famous for good noses) to refrain from
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the lecture of this curious tract. These gentlemen were formerly marked out and distinguished
by the little rhinocerical nose, which was always looked upon as an instrument of derision,
and which they used to cock, toss, or draw up in a contemptuous manner, upon reading the
works of their ingenious contemporaries. It is not, therefore, for this generation of men
that I write the present transaction, Minus aptus acutis Maribus horum hominum, but for the
sake of some of my philosophical friends in the Royal Society, who peruse discourses of this
nature with a becoming gravity, and a desire of improving by them.
Many are the opinions of learned men concerning the rise of that fatal distemper which

has always taken a particular pleasure in venting its spite upon the nose. I have seen a
little burlesque poem in Italian that gives a very pleasant account of this matter. The fable
of it runs thus: Mars, the god of war, having served during the siege of Naples in the shape
of a French colonel, received a visit one night from Venus, the goddess of love, who had
always been his professed mistress and admirer. The poem says, she came to him in the
disguise of a suttling wench, with a bottle of brandy under her arm, Let this be as it will,
he managed matters so well, that she went away big-bellied, and was at length .brought to
bed of a little Cupid. This boy, whether it were by reason of any bad food that his father
had eaten during the siege, or of any peculiar malignity in the stars that reigned at his nativity,
came into the world with a very sickly look, and crazy disposition. As soon as he was able
to handle his bow, he made discoveries of a most perverse disposition. He dipped all his
arrows in poison, that rotted everything they touched; and what was more particular,
aimed all his shafts at the nose, quite contrary to the practice of his elder brothers, who
had made a human heart their butt in all centuries and ages. To break him of this roguish
trick, his parents put him to school to Mercury, who did all he could to hinder him from
demolishing the noses of mankind; and though his malice was a little softened by good
instructions, he would very frequently let fly an envenomed arrow, and wound his votaries
oftener in the nose than it the heart. Thus far the fable.

I need not tell my leamrnd reader that Correggio has drawn a Cupid taking his lesson from
Mercury, conformable to this poem; nor that the poem itself was designed as a burlesque
upon Fracastorius.

It was little after this fatal siege of Naples that Talicotius begun to practise in a town in
Germany. He was the first clap-doctor that I meet with in history, and a greater man in
his age than our celebrated Dr. Wall.' He saw his species extremely mutilated and disfigured
by this new distemper that was crept into it; and therefore in pursuance of a very seasonable
invention, set up a manufacture of noses, having first got a patent that none should presume
to make noses besides himself. His first patient was -a great man of Portugal, who had
done good services to his country, but in the midst of them unfortunately lost his nose.
Talicotius grafted a new one on the remaining part of the gristle or cartilaginous substance,
which would sneeze, smell, take snuff, pronounce the letters m or n, and in short, do all
the functions of a genuine and natural nose. There was, however, one misfortune in this
experiment. The Portuguese's complexion was a little upon the subfusc, with very black
eyes and dark eyebrows, and the nose being taken from a porter that had'a white German
skin, and cut out of those parts- that are not exposed to the sun, it was very visible that the
features of his face were. not fellows. In a word the Conde resembled one of those maimed
antique statues that has often a modern nose of fresh marble glued to a face of such a yellow
ivory complexion as nothing can give but age.' To remedy this particular for the future,
the doctor got together a great collection of porters, men of all complexions, black, brown,
fair, dark, sallow, pale, 'and ruddy; so that it was impossible for a patient of the most
out-of-the-way colour not to find a nose to match it.
The doctor's house was now very much enlarged, and become a kind of college, or rather

hospital, for the fashionable cripples of both sexes that resorted to him from all parts of
Europe. Over his door' was fastened a large golden snout, not unlike that which is placed
over the great gates at Brazen-Nose College in Oxford; and as it is usual for the learned in
foreign universities to distinguish theif houses by a Latin sentence, the doctor writ under-
neath this great golden proboscis two verses out of Ovid:

Militat omnis amans, habet et sua castra Cupido,
Pontice, crede mihi, militat omnis amans.

It is reported that Talicotius had at one time in his house twelve German counts, nineteen
French marquisses, and a hundred Spanish cavaliers, besides one solitary English esquire,
of whom more hereafter. Though the doctor had the monopoly of noses in his own hands,
he is said not to have been unreasonable. Indeed if a man had occasion for a high Roman
nose, he must go the price for it. A carbuncle nose likewise bore an excessive rate ; but
for your ordinary short turned-up noses, of which there was the greatest consumption, they
cost little or nothing; at least the purchasers thought so, who would have been content to
have paid much dearer for them, rather than to have gone without them.
The sympathy betwixt the nose and its parent was very extraordinary. Hudibras has told

us that when the porter died, the nose dropped of course, in which case it was always usual
to return the nose to have it interred with its first owner. The nose was likewise affected
by the pain as well as death of the original,proprietor. An eminent instance of this nature
happened to three Spaniards, whose noses were all made out of the same piece of brawn.
They found them one day shoot and swell extremely, upon which they sent to know how
the porter did, and heard, upon inquiry, that the parent of the noses had been severely
kicked the day before, and that the porter kept his bed on account of the bruises he had
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received. This was highly resented by the Spaniards, who found out the person- that had
used the porter so unmercifully, and treated him in the same manner as if the indignity had
been done to their own noses. In this and several other cases it might be said, the porters
led the gentlemen by the nose.
On the other hand, if anything went anmiss with the nose, the porter felt the effects of it,

insomuch that it was generally artic"led with the patient, that he should not only abstain from
all his old courses, but should on no pretence whatsoever smell pepper or eat mustard;
on which occasion, the part where the incision had been made was seized with unspeakable
twinges and prickings.
The Englishman I before mentioned, was so very irregular, and relapsed so frequently-

into the distemper which at first brought him to the learned Talicotius, that in the space of
two years he wore out five noses, and by that means so tormented the porters, that if he
would have given £500 for a nose, there was not one of them that would accommodate him.
This young gentleman was born of honest parents, and passed his first years in fox-hunting;
but accidentally quitting the woods, and coming to London, he was so charmed with the
beauties of the play-house, that he had not been in town two days before he got the mis-
fortune which carried off this part of his face. He used to be called in Geinany, the English-
man of five noses, and the gentleman that had thrice as many noses as he had ears; such was
the raillery of those times.

I shall close this paper with an adrmonition to the young men of this town, which I think
the more necessary, because I see several new, fresh-coloured faces, that have made their
first.appearance in it this winter. I must therefore assure them that the art of making noses
is entirely lost ; and in the next place, beg them not to follow the example .of our ordinary
town rakes, who live as if there was a Talicotius to be met with at the corner of every street.
Whatever young men may think, the n6se is a very becoming part of the face, and a man
makes but a very silly figure without it. But itis the nature of youth not to know the value
of anything till they have lost it. The general precept, therefore, I shall leave with. them is,
to regard every town-woman as a particular kind of Siren, that has a design upon their noses ;
and that, amidst her flatteries and allurements, they will fancy she speaks to them in that
humourous phrase of old Plautus,

Ego tibi faciem denasabo mordicus,
"Keep your face out of my way, or I'll bite off your nose."

POST-ARSPHIENAMINE JAUNDICE
Among the undesirable accompaniments of the treatment of syphilis with the

arsphenamines jaundice of the toxic type has been a common although variable
feature since it was first reported by Klausner in 1911. On account of the un-
deniable toxic action of this group of compounds on the skin, blood and ali-
mentary canal it was inevitable that these powerful remedies with their high
content of arsenic should be suspected as being responsible for jaundice drising
during and after treatment for syphilis. Over a long period clinicians, pathologists
and drug manufacturers have attempted to correlate the particular drug, brands of
drug or batches of the drug without any satisfactory result. Again, individual
dosage, total dosage, irregular injections have all been incriminated at various
times on evidence that has not weathered time and experience.
The capricious incidence of the jaundice complication of syphilis therapy, its

relative absence from certain areas or clinics, the association with mroderate total
dosage rather than high total dosage, the occasional appearance after only one
or two injections, the notoriously long latent period and the equal susceptibility
of the young adult and the elderly patient all tend to suggest that some additional
factor other than the presence of the arsphenamine compound plays an important
part in the production of liver damage.
The rarity of jaundice subsequent upon the constant and prolonged administra-

tion of inorganic arsenic in the more homely medicinal remedies over a period
of many years is well recognized although other signs of intolerance, such as pig-
mentation, hyperkeratosis and polyneuritis, have long been known. Some
arsenical compounds not employed medicinally, e.g. sheep dip, arseniuretted
hydrogen and arsenic trioxide in large doses are all known to have produced
jaundice occasionally. But, in general, inorganic arsenic is held as an uncommon
cause of jaundice.
Tho benzene component of the arsphenamines has also been on the list of

suspects. Many chemical compounds containing the benzene radicle, e.g.
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cinchophen and the quinoline derivatives, Avertin, acriflavine and the explosive
compounds of the type of trinitrotoluene (the effects of which were very noticeable
during the war of 1914-18 as well as during the present war), are all recognized as
liver poisons. The increase in the incidence ofjau;ndice after arsphenamine therapy
during the last two years has reopened the dormant but unsettled controversy
as to the full or partial responsibility of these compounds.
However, not one of these suggested explanations appears to be widely accepted

as satisfactory and it has been considered more recently that arsphenamine,
although undoubtedly a factor in the production of the hepatic injury later giving
rise to jaundice, is not the sole cause and possibly not the most important cause.
The occurrence of epidemic jaundice in troops in war-time is well known. The

epidemics during the American Civil War, the Franco-Prussian War and the
South African War were probably of the catarrhal type as was the epidemic amongst
British troops in the Gallipoli and Mesopotamia campaigns in 1916-17. Jaundice
also is not uncommon in association with fevers of the enteric group, particularly
paratyphoid A and B. The suggestion that the epidemic catarrhal jaundice in
Gallipoli might be due to paratyphoid infeciton was not supported by bacterio-
logical investigations. Numerous attempts have been made in the past to establish
a bacteriological cause for epidemic catarrhal jaundice but so far all investigations
have failed to identify any specific organism (Willcox, 1931). Mild epidemics
due to Leptospira ictero-haemorrhag;ca were recognized in the war of 1914-18
amongst French, British and German troops. According to' Hurst (1934) it
was probably the cause of the epidemic described by Larrey during-Napoleon's
Egyptian campaign in 1810.
As regards the experimental production of hepatic necrosis with bacterial agents

it is of interest to recall that Opie in 1925 induced hepatic necrosis by following
-up the effect of chloroform by subsequent blood stream in'fection with B. coli.
A similar chemico-bacterial partnership was demonstrated by Hurst and
Hurst (1928) using manganese and by Findlay, Dunlop and Brown (1931)
with arsphenamine.
The suggestion that a virus causing infective hepatitis may be transferred from

one patient to another during the intravenous injection of syphilitic patients by
means of an inefficietitly sterilized syringe is evidently one that must be considered
seriously. The difficulty of effectively cleaning syringes in busy clinics, especially
those syringes fitted with a metal plunger, has been rendered evident by
Bigger (1943) who found, after the introduction of blood contaminated with
staphylococci into a syringe, that the customary cleaning and sterilizing methods
employed ip a typical venereal diseases clinic were not effective in destroying all
these organisms.

In this connexion it is instructive to recall the Spz-cial Report, Medical Research
Council (1922) on the outbreak of severe jaundice among soldiers treated for
syphilis at the Military Hospital at Portobello, Scotland, in 1917. Although the
number of cases was only fourteen there was a- fatal outcome in nine. Post-
mortem investigations demonstrated the presence of the parasites of malignant
tertian malaria in the internal organs. The conclusions of the Army committee
undertaking a special inquiry was that the men had been infected with malaria
from the blood of other patients by direct transfusion of a small. volume of blood
remaining in the entry tube of the' intravenous injection apparatus. In con-
sidering the origin of the malarial infection it was recorded that one of the surviving
patients had been on foreign service in Greece. In addition to this man who may
have been a malaria carrier and who was known to have suffered from malignant
tertian malaria, two other men not affected with jaundice were known to have had
malaria and were receiving Salvarsan injections on the same day in the week as
those men who later developed jaundice.
The question of some factor of an infective nature operating in the production

of post-arsphenamine jaundice receives some support from a perusal of the report
on the outbreak of severe jaundice at the Cherryhinton Military Hospital in 1917.
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(Special Report, Medical Research Council, 1922.) Although the incidence of
jaundice was not high, in thirty-seven cases among 2,933 men undergoing
antisyphilitic treatment with arsphenamine compounds, the intensity of the jaundice
was severe compared with jaundice at the present time. There were fifteen
fatalities among the thirty-seven cases. After an initial case of jaundice appeared
in April the bulk of the subsequent cases occurred in October and November
during which months there was a small outbreak, fifteen cases-apparently of
catarrhal jaundice-among the school children in.the Cherryhinton district.
None of the cases proved fatal. The distribution of the military cases as regards
housing presented some features of interest. The bulk of the cases were in
patients in adjacent huts. Cases ofjaundice did not occur among the large number
of gonorrhoea patients who were housed in huts in separate lines in the vicinity.
The well known observations of Ruge (1932) on the incidence of all types of

jaundice in the personnel of the German Navy, especially during the years 1919-29,
have added considerable strength to the suspicion that some infective agent plays
an important part in the production of arsphenamine jaundice. The remarkably
parallel rise and fall of catarrhal jaundice and of post-arsphenamine jaundice is
strikingly shown in his figures and graphs. Ruge appears convinced of the
necessity for recognizing the additional part played by some infective factor and
inquired closely into the possibility of simultaneous infection with one of the
enteric group of fevers but failed to arrive at any positive conclusion.
More recently there has been some further support for the suggestion that some

toxic agent in human blood serum, presumably of the nature of a virus, may give
rise to jaundice subsequent upon the parenteral introduction of serums or vaccines.
A disturbing incidence of delayed jaundice after the inoculation of United States
troops with certain batches of yellow fever vaccine was reported last year (Editorial
1942). The preparation of the vaccine involved the use of human serum, and
heating of the serum component in subsequent batches to 50-60°C. for 30 minutes
has apparently been effective in preventing anv further occurrence of jaundice in
many thousands of soldiers inoculated since that period. In Great Britain British
troops have developed jaundice after the injection of mumps convalescent, serum.
Measles serum hepatitis in schoolchildren was the subject of a Special Article
(1943) prepared by medical officers of the Ministry of Health, which also refers
to cases of jaundice after blood transfusion.
The importance. of diet in relation to arsphenamine jaundice has been under

discussion for many years. ,Formerly a high carbohydrate diet was considered
essential and additional glucose, often by the intravenous route, has been e.Xten-
sively emploved durina and before treatment. Since the work of Craven, Junr.
(1931) on the protective value of a high protein diet there has been a steady explor-
'ation of the value of various protein derivatives for this purpose. More recent
investigations emphasize strongly the importance of sulphur metabolism in main-
taining the integrity of the hepatic cells and in particular the high defensive value
of choline and methionine is stressed by the investigations of Best (1941), of
Miller and Whipple (1942) and of Gyorgy and Goldblatt (1942). The part
played by dietary deficiencies in the production of arsphenamine jaundice is
discussed fully elsewhere in this issue of the Journal and provides a comprehensive
and up-to-date review of the whole subject.

REFERENCES
Best, C. H. (1941) Science, 94, 523.
Bigger, J. W. (1943) Lancet, 1, 457.
Craven, E. B., Jun. (1931) Johns Hopk. Hosp. Bull., 48, 131.
Editorial (1942) J. Amer. med. Ass., 120, 51.
Findlay, G. M., Dunlop, J. L., and Brown, H. C. (1931) Trans. R. Soc. Frop. Med. Hyg.,

25, 7.
Gyorgy, P., and Goldblatt, H. (1942) J. exp. Med., 75, 355.
Hurst, A. F. (1934) Guy's Hosp. Rep., 84, 173.
Hurst, E. W., and Hurst, P. E. (1928) J. Path. Bact., 31, 303.

83

 on M
ay 23, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://sti.bm

j.com
/

B
r J V

ener D
is: first published as 10.1136/sti.19.2.79 on 1 June 1943. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://sti.bmj.com/


THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF VENEREAL DISEASES

Miller, L. L., and Whipple, G. H. (1942) J. exp. Med., 76, 421.
Opie, E. L. (1925) J. Amer. med. Ass., 85, 1533.
Ruge, H. (1932) Derm. Wschr., 94, 278.
Special Article (1943) Lancet, 1, 83.
Special Report, Medical Research Council, London (1922) No. 66.
Willcox, W. (1931) Lancet, 2,'112.

CHATTERTON'S SYPHILIS
Systematic reviews on references to the venereal diseases in the literature have

been published by J. D. Rolleston (1942) and by Sir D'Arcy Power (1938) in this
Journal. Apart from extensive allusions to syphilis in MacLaurin's De Mortuis,
a, series of medico-historical essays by a medical man, I can only instance the
discussion on gonorrhoea in Ernest Hemmingway's Farewell to Arms, and a bare
reference to syphilis in Siegfried Sassoon 's poem They, a description of the after-
math of the war of 1914-18. The unwillingness to break a taboo, or in some
cases the commonness of infection as suggested in Broch's The Sleep Walkers
may explain this paucity of allusions to the venereal diseases. It is possibly a
reflection of the present enlightment that more than a casual reference to syphilis
is to-day permissible in such works as Neil Bell's Cover His Face (1943).
To most of us Thomas Chatterton, " The Marvellous Boy of Bristol," died on

24th August, 17720,. in poverty, a suicide from arsenical poisoning. It is
surprising to learn from Bell that Chatterton died from arsenical poisoning in the
self treatment of his syphilis.
Born in 1752, Chatterton acquired syphilis early in 1769. He could not afford

the Greek Water, sold under patent granted-to its inventor by George II, at half-ar
guinea a bottle, and bought various cheap quack nostrums the only effect of which
was to upset his stomach. After drinking large quantities of the Hot Well Water,
which it was claimed had been efficient in many cases, without even temporary
relief, Chatterton sought orthodox medical treatment, underwent the ordeal of
three weeks' painful and distressing salivation, and by the middle of March his
cure was pronounced complete. On 24th April Chatterton, having successfully
forced the cancellation of his indentures as a scrivener, departed to pursue his
literary career in London.
On 21st July, 1770, he found himself once again in the grip of the foul disease.

He was uncertaiin whether it was a reinfection or 'a relapse. He would not
ande?rgo again the ordeal of salivation. Hie would follow Paracelsus's treatment
-fasting, complete abstinence from strong liquor and the taking of arsenical
water. Chatterton ate little but fruit, took the arsenical. water in increasing doses,
and stayed the severe purging and vomiting with opium stick. Despite heroically
increased dosage the malady gained ground. He died on 25th August, 1770,
leaving the world potentially much poorer in poetry.

A. E. W. McLACHLAN, -M.B., Ch.B., F.R.S.Ed., D.P.H.

Investigation upon jaundice incidence
The increase in incidence of different forms of jaundice in Great Britain has become of con-

siderable interest to the Ministry of Health at whose request the Medical Research Council, acting
in consultation with the War Office,.are undertaking a special investigation into the subject. The
direction of the enquiry, under the chairmanship of Professor L. J. Witts, is in the hands of a
committee of the Council with headquarters at the Department of Pathology, University of
Cambridge. The team consists of five whole-time members, namely Dr. F. 0. MacCallum
(senior bacteriologist), Major C. Wilson, R.A.M.C. (physician), Capt. J. A. R. Miles, R.A.M.C.
(clinical pathologist), Dr. A. M. McFarlan (epidemiologist), and Dr. M. R. Pollock (assistant
bacteriologist).
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