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Book review

Chlamydial infections. Edited by D Oriel,
G Ridgway, J Schachter, D Taylor-
Robinson, M Ward, 1986. Cambridge
University Press. Pp 586. Price £35 00.

fhe publication of the sixth international
sytnposium on human chlamydial infections
held in June 1986 has given workers in this
specialty an up to date and authoritative
account of the subject.
The symposium covered all facets of the

subject including cell biology, genetics, and
animal models in addition to clinical aspects.
Papers on genital infections of women
highlighted present areas of concern for the
clinician: infertility in women, risk of

chlamydial infection after therapeutic abor-
tion, and risk of infection in women taking
oral contraceptives.

Serological responses were emphasised,
and one group suggested that in areas of low
incidence of chlamydial infection, patients
should be screened for antibody. This would
allow the identification of patients requiring
further investigation. A study of the sero-
logical response to individual antigens
showed that some appeared to be "protective"
as they were only detected in women who did
not develop salpingitis after therapeutic
abortion, whereas antibodies to other
polypeptides may be valuable in identifying
women with tubal infertility. Obviously this
is an area that will receive much attention in
the next few years.
The human infections with Chlamydia

psittaci were dealt with by Dr Schachter,
who reviewed the evidence of C psittaci
infection in pregnant women after exposure
to infected ovine material. This could be a
problem in rural areas and, unless appro-
priate reagents are used in the diagnostic
laboratory, the infection could be
unrecognised.
The laboratory diagnosis evaluated by Dr

Ridgway was extended by others to cover the
importance of IgA and IgM responses, an
appraisal of non-cultural methods for antigen
detection, use ofDNA probes, and the detec-
tion of strain differences by endonuclease
analysis of the nucleic acid.

This book has much to offer, and I would
commend it to both clinicians and laboratory
workers.

I WSmith
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