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    Abstract

        Objectives: HIV sero-surveillance rounds and projection estimates suggest a decline of HIV prevalence among pregnant women and the general population in Haiti. This study aimed to evaluate the decline of HIV prevalence and understand the reasons for the decline.

        Methods: Following an epidemiological analysis, three mathematical models were used to re-create the national epidemic, calculate HIV incidence, and confirm the decline of HIV prevalence. Declining trends in prevalence data were compared with observed trends in behavioural data.

        Results: HIV progressed rapidly from initial infection to AIDS and death, with people dying twice as fast as in developed countries. With the rapid progression of the disease and the early intervention efforts in securing the blood supply, prevalence among commercial sex workers and blood donors peaked in the late 1980s followed by a decline in the mid-1990s in the general population. The observed decline among pregnant women and in the general population was confirmed after controlling for confounding variables. The Haitians are well informed: there is an increase in condom use with occasional partners at last contact and in abstinence and fidelity, and a decrease in the number of occasional partners. However, the age of sexual debut is lower and the proportion of sexually active youth has increased.

        Conclusions: There is evidence of decline in HIV prevalence among pregnant women, specifically among pregnant women living in urban areas and pregnant women 25 years and older, but not among pregnant women living in rural areas and pregnant women 24 years and younger. Although many factors have acted in synergy to halt the AIDS epidemic in Haiti, the main reasons for decline seem to point to mortality and blood safety intervention efforts in the early stages of the epidemic.

      
	AIDS, acquired immune deficiency syndrome
	BSS, Knowledge and Behavioral Surveillance Surveys
	DHS, Demographic and Health Surveys
	EPP, Estimation and Projection Package
	FCSW, female commercial sex worker
	HIV, human immunodeficiency virus
	STI, sexually transmitted infection

	Haiti
	modelling
	prevalence
	incidence
	decline




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/sti.2005.018051

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	AIDS, acquired immune deficiency syndrome
	BSS, Knowledge and Behavioral Surveillance Surveys
	DHS, Demographic and Health Surveys
	EPP, Estimation and Projection Package
	FCSW, female commercial sex worker
	HIV, human immunodeficiency virus
	STI, sexually transmitted infection

	Haiti
	modelling
	prevalence
	incidence
	decline



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
        Competing interests: none declared

      
	
        Edited by N Walker, H Ward and R Miller

      




  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The British Association for Sexual Health and HIV]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1472-3263Print ISSN: 1368-4973

        Copyright © 2022 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


