





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Sexually Transmitted Infections]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 85, Issue 1 
	Confirmation of BD ProbeTec Neisseria gonorrhoeae reactive samples by Gen-Probe APTIMA assays and culture


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Basic science


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Confirmation of BD ProbeTec Neisseria gonorrhoeae reactive samples by Gen-Probe APTIMA assays and culture

        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	R Hardwick1, 
	G Gopal Rao1, 
	H Mallinson2

	[bookmark: aff-1]1
Departments of Clinical Microbiology, University Hospital Lewisham, London, UK
 
	[bookmark: aff-2]2
Clinical Microbiology and HPA Collaborating Laboratory, University Hospital Aintree, Liverpool, UK
 

	Dr G Gopal Rao, Department of Clinical Microbiology, University Hospital Lewisham, London, SE13 6LH, UK; gopal.rao{at}uhl.nhs.uk




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background: Use of nucleic acid amplification tests (NAATs), such as strand displacement assay (SDA), for the detection of gonococcal infection in low prevalence populations is controversial because of the likelihood of false positive results. Use of supplementary NAATs with alternative target sites has been recommended for confirmation of primary NAAT results.
Aim: To evaluate if SDA reactive specimens for Neisseria gonorrhoeae, which were either culture positive or negative, can be confirmed by alternative target NAATs such as transcription-mediated assays (TMA).
Methods: SDA reactive specimens were retested by TMA using APTIMA Combo 2 (AC2) and APTIMA GC (AGC) assays. Two different methods of specimen preparation were used to test the specimens. In method A, residual extract after SDA was retested and in method B, the original clinical specimen was re-extracted in TMA medium and then retested. Cervical or urethral swabs were requested to confirm the SDA results by culture.
Results: By method A, 26/49 (53.1%) of SDA positive specimens were positive by AC2 and/or AGC; 14/27 (51.8%) culture confirmed SDA positive tests were positive by AC2 and/or AGC. By method B, 38/39 (97.3%) SDA positive results were confirmed by both AC2 and AGC. All the 25 culture confirmed SDA positive tests were confirmed by both AC2 and AGC; 5/6 SDA positive tests that were culture negative were confirmed by both AC2 and/AGC.
Conclusion: Alternative target site NAATs, such as AC2 and AGC, can be used to confirm SDA positive results using the same clinical specimen. There is high concordance between the three NAATs.
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