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COVID-19 impact on cisgender gay men and other men who have sex with men (MSM) on a global scale
The COVID-19 pandemic is thought to disproportionately threaten the health of underserved and underinvestigated populations. To investigate the impact of COVID-19 transmission mitigation measures on MSM, an international team did a cross-sectional study that included 2732 MSM from 103 countries who responded to a questionnaire distributed through a gay social networking app. Findings suggest that the spread of COVID-19, and the global response to contain it, has variably disrupted economic, mental health, general health and clinical services among MSM populations, with a greater impact on those living with HIV, racial/ethnic minorities, immigrants, sex workers and socioeconomically disadvantaged groups. As COVID-19 may deepen health disparities and social inequalities, continued monitoring and creative strategies are needed to mitigate reduction in access to services for MSM with intersecting vulnerabilities.
Santos GM, Ackerman B, Rao A, et al. Economic, mental health, HIV prevention and HIV treatment impacts of COVID-19 and the COVID-19 response on a global sample of cisgender gay men and other men who have sex with men. AIDS Beha 2020; 11:1–11.https://doi.org/10.1007/s10461-020-02969-0




  





Influence of sexual positioning on syphilis acquisition and its stage at diagnosis
In a retrospective study of MSM in Melbourne, Australia, researchers examined the association between sexual positioning and a diagnosis of primary (n=338) or secondary (n=221) syphilis. Of 247 penile chancres, 244 (98.7%) occurred in MSM who reported versatile or exclusive top sexual positioning. Of 77 anal chancres, 75 (97.4%) occurred in MSM who reported versatile or exclusive … 
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