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As interest in antibiotic prophylaxis for bacterial STIs grows, there is a need to better understand the current landscape of antibiotic self-sourcing. STI prophylaxis is not currently recommended in routine practice: only two small studies demonstrated efficacy of pre-/post-exposure doxycycline prophylaxis for syphilis and chlamydia, and there are concerns about antimicrobial resistance (AMR).1 However, 2%–10% of HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) users self-source antibiotics for STI prophylaxis.1

During the COVID-19 pandemic, online surveys of men-who-have-sex-with-men(MSM) were carried out in the UK within the Reducing Inequalities and Improving Sexual Health Study.2 The second survey (23 November–12 December 2020) included questions on STI prophylaxis. The survey had 1522 respondents, of which … 
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