





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Sexually Transmitted Infections]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	Podcasts
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 98, Issue 3 
	Drassanes Exprés: a public and confidential testing service for asymptomatic STIs with same-day result notification


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    How to do it


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original research


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Drassanes Exprés: a public and confidential testing service for asymptomatic STIs with same-day result notification
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-6354-0149Yannick Hoyos-Mallecot1,2, 
	Jorge Nestor Garcia3, 
	Elena Sulleiro1,2,4, 
	Juliana Esperalba1,2,4, 
	Paula Salmeron1, 
	Francesc Zarzuela1, 
	Albert Blanco5, 
	Maider Arando3,4, 
	Vicente Descalzo3, 
	Luis Lopez3, 
	Martí Vall-Mayans3, 
	María Jesús Barberá3, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4798-2385Judit Serra-Pladevall1,2,4,6, 
	Montserrat LLinas3, 
	Benito Almirante4,7, 
	Tomas Pumarola1,2,4, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4822-1024Mateu Espasa1,8 DRASEXP collaborative group

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1
Department of Microbiology, Vall d'Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-2]
2
Microbiology, Vall d'Hebron Research Institute, Barcelona, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-3]
3
STI Unit Vall d’Hebron Drassanes, Infectious Diseases Department, Vall d'Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-4]
4
Medicine Department, Autonomous University of Barcelona, Bellaterra, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-5]
5
Department of Clinical Biochemistry, Vall d'Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-6]
6
Department of microbiology, Consorci Hospitalari de Vic, Vic, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-7]
7
Infectious Diseases Department, Vall d'Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain


	[bookmark: aff-8]
8
Department of Microbiology, Parc Tauli Health Corporation Consortium, Sabadell, Spain



	Correspondence to
 Dr Yannick Hoyos-Mallecot, Department of Microbiology, Vall d'Hebron University Hospital, 08035 Barcelona, Spain; yhoyos{at}vhebron.net





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background STIs are a major public health concern. Screening programmes for asymptomatic users are key components of STI control. Traditional limitations of screening programmes include low population coverage and delays in treatments, thus reducing the expected impact on STI control. In our centre, the normal time from test to results was 4 days, and 7 days until treatment was established.
To reduce time to treatment and to increase population coverage, we developed ‘Drassanes Exprés’, a testing service for asymptomatic STIs. The objectives of this study were to provide a guide for the implementation of a service with these characteristics and to evaluate the results of this intervention.

Methods The Drassanes Exprés programme was launched in Spain on 07 November 2016 as a public, confidential and free-of-charge testing service for asymptomatic STIs, with same-day result notification. For this walk-in service, confidentiality was obtained by registering all information into the Laboratory Internal Software instead of the Electronic Patient Records. Samples were processed in a point-of-care laboratory and result notification was provided via mail or short message service.
Information about workflow, screening protocols and result interpretation is detailed. Additionally, demographic characteristics, STI prevalence, and time from patients’ sample collection to notification and treatment are analysed.

Results Between 07 November 2016 and 07 November 2019, 13 993 users attended the Drassanes Exprés screening programme. Of these, 0.5% were transgender people, 29.3% women, 45.2% men who have sex with men and 25.1% men who have sex with women. The median age was 31 years (range: 26–39 years). Overall, 14.6% of users tested positive for at least one STI. The most prevalent infection was Chlamydia trachomatis (8.3%), followed by Neisseria gonorrhoeae (5.7%), syphilis (1.8%), HIV (0.4%) and hepatitis C virus (0.2%). The median time from test to results was 2.4 hours (range: 2–3.1 hours). Of 2049 users diagnosed with an STI, treatment was achieved in 97.0% of cases; the average time to treatment was 2.0 days.

Conclusions Drassanes Exprés is the first public programme for rapid, asymptomatic, STI screening and treatment in Spain. Assessing high-risk practices and providing confidentiality, easy access and rapid results/treatments are key elements in the development of STI screening programmes.
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Data availability statement
Data are available upon reasonable request. All data relevant to the study are included in the article, however more detailed protocols are available upon request.
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