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HIV self-testing (HIVST) provides an opportunity for overcoming barriers to in-person HIV testing, and it has been shown to be generally preferable among populations at increased risk for HIV1 and effective in increasing HIV testing uptake.2–4 Within research, HIVST has mostly been incorporated into studies that aim to increase HIV testing uptake and less frequently in studies that aim to verify HIV status. Barriers to using HIVST as a method to confirm HIV status include missing data due to reliance on self-report and challenges to verifying self-report.5 HIVST through videoconferencing (video-based HIVST) may overcome these barriers as it allows for the visual verification of testing and of the test result without relying on participant follow-up, and it can serve as a viable virtual strategy in HIV research.
From November 2020 to January 2021, we implemented video-based HIVST as an alternative to in-person HIV testing, as a component of the CDC’s National HIV Behavioral Surveillance Study (NHBS) among cisgender men who have sex with men in New York City. NHBS methods are described elsewhere. … 
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