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    Abstract
Background Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is a noteworthy scientific development that increases the opportunities for men who have sex with men (MSM) to prevent HIV infection, but stigma is a major barrier to its uptake. This study aims to determine the associations between PrEP-related stigma and individual characteristics among MSM.

Methods Self-reported cross-sectional data were collected from routine-collected electronic healthcare record data from 4084 MSM receiving PrEP in San Francisco, California, between July 2018 and June 2020. Multivariable logistic regression was performed to determine the associations between individual characteristics and PrEP-related stigma, adjusting for age, race, gender identity, injection history, housing status and mental health status.

Results PrEP-related stigma was experienced by 9.0% of the participants in our study. PrEP-related stigma was significantly associated with being transgender or gender non-conforming (adjusted OR (AOR): 1.81, 95% CI 1.21 to 2.72), having a history of injection drug use (AOR: 2.02, 95% CI 1.18 to 3.46), being unstably housed (AOR: 1.58, 95% CI 1.11 to 2.26) and having mental health concerns (AOR: 1.99, 95% CI 1.35 to 2.92), after controlling for age, race, gender, injection history, housing status and mental health status.

Conclusion Participants who reported being transgender or gender non-conforming, having a history of injection drug use, or having mental health concerns were more likely to report experiencing PrEP-related stigma. It is crucial to develop culturally appropriate interventions to reduce PrEP-related stigma among populations who are at high risk of HIV infection and may benefit strongly from improved PrEP uptake.
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    https://doi.org/10.1136/sextrans-2021-055296

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	HIV
	pre-exposure prophylaxis
	preventive health services
	sexual and gender minorities
	sexual health

Data availability statement
This analysis was completed using internal evaluation programmatic data that are not available publicly. However, code and a de-identified data set can be arranged on a case-by-case basis through request via the corresponding author.



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Handling editor Joseph D Tucker

	Twitter @ShelleyFacente

	Contributors DNB and JH conceived of the study. JH secured the data. DNB and SNF conducted the analysis. DNB led the writing of the manuscript, and all authors reviewed and edited the manuscript.

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests SNF has received consulting fees from Gilead Sciences for unrelated work, but Gilead had no awareness of or input over this analysis or manuscript.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The British Association for Sexual Health and HIV]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 Soundcloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1472-3263Print ISSN: 1368-4973

        Copyright © 2022 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


