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Syphilis is an increasing problem in the UK. Between 2010 and 2019, diagnostic rates tripled and 2019 reported the highest number of cases since the 1940s.1 This has also meant a rise in the number of cases detected in pregnancy.2 Public Health England (PHE) currently recommends serological testing for syphilis at the first antenatal appointment.1 If the pregnant patient is deemed at high risk of contracting syphilis, PHE also recommend retesting in their third trimester with the aim of starting treatment at least 30 days before delivery.1

This study was undertaken to identify the characteristics of women testing positive for syphilis in pregnancy across Barnsley and Wakefield between January 2016 and January 2021. A literature review of potential strategies to prevent congenital syphilis was also undertaken. The project used routinely collected and anonymised data. Therefore, it is a service review with registration at Spectrum Sexual Health Services.
Since 2016, 31 women have been diagnosed with syphilis during pregnancy. Five of these women were from … 
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