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The greater part of the book is devoted to the descriptions of about
I40 wisely selected diseases. About three-quarters of these are placed
in etiological groups, while the remainder, on account of the absence of
a known cause, are grouped chiefly according to their morphological
characteristics. Differential diagnosis, to which the author attaches
great importance, is discussed very fully. One hundred and twenty-
eight illustrations, most of them very good, and eight coloured plates
add considerably to the value of this first-rate work. G. B. D.

BIRTH CONTROL AND PUBLIC HEALTH. A report on ten years' work
of the Society for the Provision of Birth Control Clinics. With a
Preface by Julian Huxley. Published by the Weardale Press,
London and Bedford. Price is.

THIS report is a summary of the work done by the Society for the
Provision of Birth Control Clinics. The first impression it gives is that
the birth control movement has at last attained the status of a recog-
nised branch of medicine.
The report states that, as might be expected, in the process of

founding sixteen clinics in seven years there have been many obstacles
to be overcome and problems to be solved. To those of us who have
worked at birth control clinics for a number of years, these facts are
obvious, as the greatest difficulty in all districts and with all types of
patients is that birth control has always been associated with abortion,
or has at least been looked upon as something to be undertaken secretly,
but with the inauguration of an increasing number of clinics these
ideas and associations will tend to disappear.

Another aspect of the subject is that so long as our medical schools
give no teaching on the subject of birth control, the Society's clinics
supply this deficiency.
The Society has also done considerable research as regards im-

proving the methods of birth control and the correlation of results of
past and existing methods and statistics.

There can be no question that teaching on birth control ought to be
included in any scheme of maternity and child welfare; therefore the
fact that the Ministry of Health in July, I930, decided to allow the
teaching of birth control methods to three classes of married women,
at the welfare centres, shows a general recognition of this, but this
concession must be widened to include all married women and certain
groups of unmarried women also.

It has been said that the teaching of birth control methods to
unmarried women favours promiscuity, but to rebut this charge we
may say that promiscuity was in existence before birth control
methods were made public and will continue to exist, but that the
teaching of contraceptive methods to persons of this class will cause a
diminution in the procured abortion rate, and therefore is not anti-
racial, but will prevent the production of unwanted children by those
unsuitable to be mothers.
The Society is to be congratulated on the work it has accom-

plished, in the establishment of sixteen clinics, the educating of public
opinion on birth control, and the teaching of contraceptive technique
to doctors and medical students. This report shows a great deal of
intensive work done in a comparatively short time. D. M. C.
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