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The results of this study (undertaken under ideal conditions for ensuring proper treatment, observation, and
surveillance and with virtually no chance of re-infection
from the opposite sex) show that metronidazole can be
satisfactorily administered in doses of 300 mg. twice daily
instead of the more usual 200 mg. thrice daily in the treatment of vaginal trichomoniasis.
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At Holloway Prison, London, 102 women prisoners
(serving sentences of at least 14 weeks) with vaginal
trichomoniasis (acute in 48, subacute in 51, and asymptomatic in three cases) were treated with metronidazole
("flagyl") given by mouth in doses of 300 mg. twice daily
for 7 days without local treatment. Vaginal smears and
cultures were negative for Trichomonas vaginalis within
one week after the completion of treatment and remained
so for the following 12 weeks in 92 cases. In ten cases the
results of tests became positive again at some time in the
first 6 weeks after treatment, all of these women having
long histories of vaginal discharge; in five the infestation
was acute and in five subacute. A second course of treatment was given successfully in each case. The clinical
response was almost universally satisfactory, only three
women having a mucoid discharge (due to some cause
other than trichomoniasis) after 12 weeks. Candida
albicans was found in 29 of the 102 women, in four of
them before treatment with metronidazole. This caused
'no irritation and was of pathological interest only. The
only toxic reaction observed was nausea, of which three
women complained. All three completed the course, in
two cases with the addition of prochlorperazine.
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CORRIGENDUM
stained with Giemsa and viewed by direct illumination.
The authors wish it to be made plain that the method
depends on examining the stained suspensions under dark
ground illumination. Unstained particles seen by dark
The abstract of this paper in the March number of ground illumination cannot be distinguished from backBrit. J. vener. Dis. stated that the number of elementary ground debris of the same size, but particles stained with
bodies in a known volume of a virus suspension was Giemsa appear to fluoresce a green-yellow colour and can
estimated by counting under the microscope particles easily be identified and counted.
A Simple Method for Total Particle Counts of Trachoma and Inclusion Blennorrhoea Viruses. REEVE, P.,
and TAVERNE, J. (1962) Nature (Lond.), 195, 923.
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