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    Abstract

        An open study was designed primarily to evaluate the efficacy of rosoxacin in the treatment of gonorrhoea caused by penicillinase producing Neisseria gonorrhoeae (PPNG) and non-PPNG strains. A total of 199 patients (99 men and 100 women) satisfactorily completed follow up examinations, 50 men and 50 women having received rosoxacin 300 mg orally and the remainder having received kanamycin 2 g intramuscularly. Rosoxacin achieved an overall cure rate of 94% (96.7% for PPNG and 90% for non-PPNG strains). In patients treated with kanamycin the overall cure rate was 89.9% (92.7% for PPNG and 83.3% for non-PPNG strains). A correlation between treatment failures and minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) of rosoxacin was noted in non-PPNG strains but not in PPNG strains. Side effects which were mild and self limiting were noted in 15 of 100 patients treated with rosoxacin. The high failure rates associated with non-PPNG strains requiring MICs of 0.125 mg/l and the observation of a substantial rise in the MICs for isolates after treatment is of concern. Otherwise, rosoxacin in a single dose of 300 mg appears to be safe and effective for the treatment of uncomplicated gonorrhoea.
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