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Book review

Donovanosis. By V N Sehgal. (Pp 49; Rs 30.)
India: Jaypee, 1988.

Almost 35 years ago the latest authoritative
and the often quoted monograph on don-
ovanosis by Professors R V Rajam and P N
Rangiah was published by the World Health
Organisation. During those years several
aspects of the condition have remained obs-
cure. They include: the patchy distribution of
donovanosis even within tropical countries;
the inability to grow the causative agent on
artificial media; the low infectivity of the
organism; the lack of a reliable serological
test; the determinants of systemic spread of
the infection; the optimum treatment,
especially in pregnancy, in view of the rather

poor efficacy of erythromycin alone as
observed by some experts; and the length of
follow up necessary to ensure cure.

Specialists practising in the areas where
the disease is relatively common clearly have
a responsibility to carry out research to solve
some of the mysteries surrounding this dis-
ease. Apart from the availability of several
alternative treatment regimens, no sig-
nificant progress has been made during the
past three decades to fill the gaps in our
knowledge mentioned above. Professor Seh-
gal's description of the disease, however,
which is mainly factual and largely based on
his study of 78 patients, is very well presen-
ted, and the subject has been generally
updated.

In the differential diagnosis, which Profes-
sor Sehgal has discussed in some details, the
statement that the "demonstration of
Haemophilus ducreyi in Gram stained smear

is diagnostic of chancroid" may be con-
sidered by some to be untenable. There is
also an error in Table 8 in which the "demon-
stration of Gram negative rods with bipolar
condensation of chromatin" is mentioned
under chancroid.
There are 37 black and white photographs,

most reasonably clear. Unfortunately the
intended updating of bibliography is marred
by the printer's omission of references 63 to
70. There are helpful appendices at the end
with details of the staining techniques for
smears and biopsies.
The monograph has 49 pages and is priced

at thirty rupees (about £[-25), which seems
just about'right. I would recommend it to the
genitourinary physicians and others who are
likely to encounter and required to manage
patients with this condition.
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Hong Kong Genitourinary Medicine Associa-
tion

On I October 1987 the Hong Kong
Genitourinary Medicine Association was
founded at Hong Kong.
The membership of this association is

open to all medical staffwho are interested in
the study of sexually transmitted diseases.
The president is Dr H W Fung, Geni-

tourinary Clinic, 306A Tung Ying Building,
100 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

Coures on the acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS)

The Royal College of Physicians of London
is organising courses to train general
physicians who will be concerned in the care
of patients with AIDS. Each course will last
for one week (Mondays to Fridays); morn-
ings will be spent at the College and after-
noons at one of four hospitals with major
AIDS centres in London (St George's, St
Mary's, St Stephen's, and the Middlesex).
Numbers on each course will be limited to 20,
with groups of five attending each hospital.

The fee will be £90, and buffet lunch at the
college each day and coffee or tea are
included.

Starting dates and closing dates for
applications are as follows:
Week starting Closing datefor
1988 applications
21 November 10 October
For further details and application form,

please contact: The Assistant Registrar,
Royal College of Physicians, 11 St Andrew's
Place, Regent's Park, London NWI 4LE
(tel: 01 935 1174).
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