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    Since the end of 2003, an ongoing lymphogranuloma venereum (LGV) proctitis outbreak has been reported in industrialised countries, first in The Netherlands, followed by neighbouring European countries and the United Kingdom, and now in many other countries and continents including the United States, Canada and Australia.1 2
When we analysed the LGV strain identified in this outbreak on a nucleotide level, four nucleotide changes were found when compared with reference serovars (L2, L2a, and the variant L2′) including one change that encoded the previously undescribed change at amino acid 162, AAT→AGT and we designated this strain L2b (GenBank accession number AY586530).2 We have shown by retrospective epidemiological analyses that this L2b strain was the only strain present among men who have sex with men in Amsterdam and appeared to have been circulating in Amsterdam in 2000 (no retrospective samples were available before 2000).3 Moreover, we showed that this L2b variant was already present in the 1980s in San Francisco, with exactly the same mutations in the complete ompA gene (previously omp1).3
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