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    The Global HIV Prevention Working Group recently stated: “We should be winning in HIV prevention. There are effective means to prevent every mode of transmission; political commitment on HIV has never been stronger; and financing for HIV programs in low-and-middle income countries increased six fold between 2001 and 2006 … If comprehensive HIV prevention were brought to scale, half of the infections projected to occur by 2015 could be averted.”1
Since the recognition of HIV as the cause of AIDS, considerable resources—both human and economic—have been allocated to the development and evaluation of efficacious interventions to halt the transmission of the virus and the progression of the disease. For an even longer period, researchers have worked to develop and evaluate efficacious interventions to prevent the transmission of other sexually transmitted pathogens and to treat and cure the diseases caused by them. The interventions studied have included behavioural interventions, treatments, vaccines, vaginal microbicides and male circumcision. A recent review of trials of interventions to prevent sexual transmission of all sexually transmitted infections (STI) including HIV identified 83 trials of individual, group or community-level interventions and concluded that, although many interventions have been found to be effective against STI including HIV, few have been replicated, widely implemented or carefully evaluated for effectiveness in other settings.2



  




In order to stop the spread of an infection in populations, the right intervention must be delivered to the right people at the right scale, the delivery of interventions must be sustained and the adherence of individuals must be ensured. There is a considerable gap between the development and evaluation of an efficacious intervention and the implementation of the correct mix of interventions at the right scale in populations in order to achieve population-level impact.
Even in the case of individual-level biomedical interventions such as … 
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