
Acknowledgements The authors would like to thank Heng Lu and Ben Judd for
data management.

Competing interests None.

Ethics approval This study was conducted with the approval of the South Eastern
Sydney Illawarra Area Health Service Ethics Committee.

Contributors CE developed the study idea and assisted with study design; HW
analysed the data; AMM designed the study and wrote the manuscript; BD designed
the study and edited the manuscript. All authors reviewed the study manuscript.

Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.

REFERENCES
1. Hawkes S, Hart G, Bletsoe E, et al. Risk behaviour and STD acquisition in

genitourinary clinic attenders who have traveled. Genitourin Med 1995;71:351e4.
2. Melbye M, Biggar R. A profile of HIV-risk behaviours among travellersda population

based study of Danes visiting Greenland. Scand J Soc Med 1994;22:204e8.
3. Rogstad K. Sex, sun, sex and STIs: sexually transmitted infections acquired on

holiday. BMJ 2004;329:214e17.

4. Richens J. Sexually transmitted infections and HIV among travellers: a review.
Travel Med Infect Dis 2006;4:184e95.

5. Mercer C, Fenton K, Wellings K, et al. Sex partner acquisition while overseas:
results from a British national probability survey. Sex Transm Infect 2007;83:517e22.

6. Hughes K, Downing J, Bellis M, et al. The sexual behaviour of British backpackers in
Australia. Sex Transm Infect 2009;85:477e82.

7. Cabada M, Echevarria J, Seas C, et al. Sexual behaviour of international travelers
visiting Peru. Sex Transm Dis 2002;29:510e13.

8. Bloor M, Thomas M, Hood K, et al. Differences in sexual risk behaviour between
young men and women travelling abroad from the UK. Lancet 1998;352:1664e8.

9. Egan C. The sexual behaviours, condom use and factors influencing casual sex among
backpackers and other international travellers. Can J Hum Sex 2001;10:41e58.

10. Tourism Research Australia. Backpackers in Australia. Belonnen, ACT: Tourism
Research Australia, 2008. <http://www.tra.australia.com/content/documents/
Snapshots/2008/BackPacker_07_FINAL.pdf> (accessed 20 Oct 2009).

11. Department of Immigration and Citizenship. Australian Government. Canberra,
2009. http://www.immi.gov.au/visitors/working-holiday/visa-options.htm (accessed
12 June 2009).

12. Yallop S, Murray C, Egan C, et al. Safe in the sack e backpackers’ sexual health
project. Sydney: FPA Health, 2005.

13. National Health and Medical Research Council. Australian Alcohol Guidelines:
Health risks and benefits, 2001. http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/
ds9syn.htm (accessed 20 Oct 2009).

14. Arvidson M, Hellberg D, Mardh PA. Sexual risk behavior and history of sexually
transmitted diseases in relation to casual travel sex during different types of journeys.
Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand 1996;75:490e4.

15. Egan C. Sexual behaviour of international backpackers in the context of travel in
Australia. PhD thesis. Sydney: Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, University of New
South Wales, 2009.

16. Chen M, Rohrsheim R, Donovan B. Chlamydia trachomatis infection in Sydney
women. Aust NZ J Obstet Gynaecol 2005;45:410e13.

17. Carter S, Horn K, Hart G, et al. The sexual behaviour of international travelers at two
Glasgow GUM clinics. Int J STD AIDS 1997;8:336e8.

18. Mendelsohn R, Astle L, Mann M. Sexual behaviour in travellers abroad attending an
inner-city genitourinary medicine clinic. Genitourin Med 1996;72:43e6.

19. Bellis M, Hughes K, Dillon P, et al. Effects of backpacking holidays in Australia
alcohol, tobacco and drug use of UK residents. BMC Public Health 2007;7:1.

20. Bellis M, Hughes K, Thomson R, et al. Sexual behaviour of young people in
international tourist resorts. Sex Transm Infect 2004;80:43e7.

Key messages

< International backpackers attending the clinic had higher rates
of genital chlamydial infection than a local comparison
population.

< International backpackers have high rates of partner change,
hazardous levels of alcohol consumption and low rates of
condom usage, creating an environment conducive to STI
transmission.

< Backpackers should be a priority population for sexual health
promotion and access to services.

Corrections

Hettiarachchi N, Ashbee HR, Wilson JD. Prevalence and management of non-albicans vaginal
candidiasis. Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:99e100. The surname of the first author was misspelled.
The correct name is Hettiarachchi not Hetticarachchi. The journal apologises for this error.

Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:250. doi:10.1136/sti.2009.040386corr1

Jurstrand M, Christerson L, Klint M, et al. Characterisation of Chlamydia trachomatis by ompA
sequencing and multilocus sequence typing in a Swedish county before and after
identification of the new variant. Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:56e60. There was an error in
the order of the references. The corrected version is available online.

Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:250. doi:10.1136/sti.2009.037572corr1

Bertozzi SM, Padian N, Martz TE. Evaluation of HIV prevention programmes: the case of
Avahan. Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:i4e5. There were several errors in this editorial. Reference 9
referred to an unpublished paper by Vickerman, not to the paper by Pickles, which was
published in the same supplement.
Secondly, the statement “Finally Ramesh et al came closest to examining the impact of

Avahan on FSW using dynamic transmission models. They used prevalence from two cross-
sectional surveys..” is incorrect. Ramesh does not use a dynamic transmission modeldthis is
referring to one of the two modelling papers. Ramesh uses a time-trend analysis from two
cross sectional surveys.
Finally, the name Alary is misspelled Alery twice in the editorial.
The journal apologies for these errors.

Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:250. doi:10.1136/sti.2009.039263corr1

Laga M, Galavotti C, Sundaramon S, et al. The importance of sex-worker interventions: the
case of Avahan in India. Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:i6e7. The surname of the author Sundar
Sundaramon was incorrectly spelt. The correct spelling is Sundararaman.

Sex Transm Infect 2010;86:250. doi:10.1136/sti.2009.039255corr1
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