Whistlestop tour

doi:10.1136/sextrans-2018-053676
modernisation of care pathways, and
we are delighted to publish a qualitative
study of patient experience in a study
by Aicken et al.8 This nicely accompanies a report by Tanton et al9 from the
latest Natsal study, which describes the
characteristics of attenders and non-attenders at sexual health clinics. Constant
vigilance as to who is at risk of falling
out of effective care will be increasingly
important as the digital turn reconfigures
our services. While it is indisputable that
health services are years if not decades
behind other sectors in digital opportunities for clients and customers, the
potential for exacerbating inequalities
should stay at the front of our minds.
The detection of chlamydia and gonorrhoea is another theme this month, with
a study by Chow et al10 of sampling techniques and another of pooled samples.11
Together with Tisla-Sala’s report on
non-compliant prescribing12 these reflections provide perspective on growing
concerns about antimicrobial resistance
(AMR).
Finally this month’s research offering
includes an important report on a high HIV
incidence population of men who have
sex with men in the United States13 and an
exploration of Australian MSM views on
biomedical approaches to prevention.14

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Handling editor Jackie A Cassell
Competing interests None declared.
Patient consent Not required.
Provenance and peer review Internally
commissioned, not peer reviewed.
© Article author(s) (or their employer(s) unless
otherwise stated in the text of the article) 2018. All
rights reserved. No commercial use is permitted unless
otherwise expressly granted.

References

1 Rawcliffe C. Leprosy in medieval England. Woodbridge,
Suffolk, 2006.
2 Baumann L, Cina M, Egli-Gany D, et al. Prevalence of
Mycoplasma genitalium in different population groups:

Sex Transm Infect June 2018 Vol 94 No 4

12

13

14

systematic review and meta-analysis. Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:255–62.
Tucker JD, Ong JJ. Mycoplasma genitalium: an
important sexually transmitted infection comes into
focus. Sex Transm Infect 2018;94:240–1.
Hooi DJ, Lissenberg-Witte BI, de Koning MNC, et al.
High prevalence of high-risk HPV genotypes other than
16 and 18 in cervical cancers of Curaçao: implications
for choice of prophylactic HPV vaccine. Sex Transm
Infect 2018;94:263–7.
Jean S, Elshafei M, Buttenheim A. Social determinants
of community-level human papillomavirus vaccination
coverage in a school-based vaccination programme.
Sex Transm Infect 2018;94:249–54.
Parr A, Pinto-Sander N, Richardson D. How can we
increase offer rates of human papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccination among men who have sex with men
(MSM) in routine sexual health clinics? Sex Transm
Infect 2018;94:248.
Khoo SP, Bhoo-Pathy N, Yap SH, et al. Prevalence and
sociodemographic correlates of cervicovaginal
human papillomavirus (HPV) carriage in a
cross-sectional, multiethnic, community-based
female Asian population. Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:277–83.
Aicken CRH, Sutcliffe LJ, Gibbs J, et al. Using the
eSexual Health Clinic to access chlamydia treatment
and care via the internet: a qualitative interview study.
Sex Transm Infect 2018;94:242–8.
Tanton C, Geary RS, Clifton S, et al. Sexual health
clinic attendance and non-attendance in Britain:
findings from the third National Survey of Sexual
Attitudes and Lifestyles (Natsal-3). Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:268–76.
Yang TZT, Chen MY, Read TRH, et al. Sampling
technique and detection rates of oropharyngeal and
anorectal gonorrhoea using nucleic acid amplification
tests in men who have sex with men. Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:287–92.
Speers DJ, Chua IJ, Manuel J, et al. Detection of
Neisseria gonorrhoeae and Chlamydia trachomatis
from pooled rectal, pharyngeal and urine specimens
in men who have sex with men. Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:293–7.
Tisler-Sala A, Ojavee SE, Uusküla A. Treatment of
chlamydia and gonorrhoea, compliance with treatment
guidelines and factors associated with non-compliant
prescribing: findings form a cross-sectional study. Sex
Transm Infect 2018;94:298–303.
Friedman MR, Feliz NB, Netto J, et al. High HIV
incidence among young black men who have sex
with men: constructing a retrospective cohort from
a community health programme. Sex Transm Infect
2018;94:284–6.
Wilkinson AL, Draper BL, Pedrana AE, et al. Measuring
and understanding the attitudes of Australian gay and
bisexual men towards biomedical HIV prevention using
cross-sectional data and factor analyses. Sex Transm
Infect 2018;94:309–14.

AUTHOR PROOF

Over the past month, I have been reading
an enthralling book about the diagnosis and care of leprosy, long before
germ theory and the formalisation
of modern approaches to diagnosis.1
Carole Rawcliffe explores both familiar
19th century segregation approaches
to infectious diseases, and the radically
unfamiliar approaches of the mediaeval
period and their evolution. The strangeness of leprosy, and its complex challenges to theories of disease from the
humoral, through miasmatic to modern
germ theory, should give us pause for
thought as we consider candidates for
status of emerging STIs which potentially need control and containment.
This month we publish a meta-analysis
of Mycoplasma genitalium prevalence
in which the authors conclude that ‘low
estimated prevalence of M. genitalium in
the general population, pregnant women
and asymptomatic attenders at clinics
does not support expansion of testing to
these groups’.2 An accompanying editorial by Tucker and colleagues3 explores
the implications of this important
summary of the evidence, emphasising
the importance of vigilance about antibiotic resistance.
It seems likely that human papilloma
virus (HPV) vaccination, and the prevention
of HPV related disease, will be with us for a
long time to come. The distribution of serotypes,4 school-based access to vaccination,5
vaccination uptake in clinic populations of
men who have sex with men6 and population prevalence rates7 continue to present
challenges for implementation science in a
complex global picture.
For those of us attending the recent
British Association for Sexual Health
and HIV (BASHH) and British Association for Sexual Health (BHIVA) conference in Edinburgh, the emergence and
increasingly sophisticated development
of e-health pathways was striking. The
experience of patients is central to
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